Please join The Worcester County Poetry Association in presenting the

Stanley Kunitz Medal «o Tony Brown

in honor of his commitment to poetry and in celebration of the legacy of Stanley Kunitz

DIy

She burns sage at the root of her favorite tree

and calls herself priest while in town they call her slut and

worse because she dares to love who and what and when she

wants. .

On the nights of the full moon the men and the women of .
this town come out and circle her stucco walls.
There is something in there they need.

And out there, in front of the white church, . L4
on the green lawn, right under the nose ® .
of the fat pastor, she dances ' ‘

without bending >
ablade of grass.
God finds her agreeable.

Over there, in front of the frat house, two men kiss — and
the dangerous drunken boys inside see it
and decide to do nothing — this time.

That’s a start. Two have begun
to be comfortable making public
their own sacrament of the infinite.

And my grandmother snifts,
“Elderly’ is such a spindly word.
The legs of that word do not begin to support me.”

She traded her electric typewriter for a laptop years ago and
writes the definitive poetry of our age
between the innings of Cubs’ games.

She will not stop smoking. Ever.
Swears that if she gets to heaven to find the clouds are posted,
she’ll find another place to light up.

Friends, the arms of God are nearly endless —
but there you hang out at the end of one of them,
like a finger on a vast hand.

All that’s asked of you is that you touch the earth -;.;,”;
and transmit what you feel
back to the Heart.

So — make aliving,
Make a life. Make love. Make art.
Adorn this world with the work of your soul. But —

do it yourself. No one
cando it
for you.



THE STANLEY KUNITZ MEDAL originated with a bequest from his estate to the Worcester County Poetry
Association. It is presented annually to a person with a strong Worcester County connection whose dedication

to poetry parallels Stanley Kunitz’s lifelong commitment to poetry: teaching poetry, mentoring poets, speaking
poetry, publishing poetry, and supporting organizations which nurture poetry. Stanley Kunitz (1905-2006) was
born in Worcester, a city that “provoked him into poetry.” After completing his undergraduate and graduate degrees
at Harvard University in 1927, he worked as a reporter and columnist for The Worcester Telegram. He then moved
to New York City and became an editor at H. W. Wilson Company, a publisher of reference books. Collections of
poetry, such as Intellectual Things (1930), Passport to the War (1944), and The Testing-Tree (1971) carned critical
praise. Kunitz was awarded the Pulitzer Prize in 1959 for Selected Poems 1928-1958 (1958); Passing Through (1995)
won a National Book Award. He served as Consultant in Poetry to the Library of Congress from 1974-1976 and

as Poet Laureate from 2000-2001. His teaching posts included Bennington College, Brandeis University, the New
School for Social Research in New York, and Columbia University, all of which provided him with the opportunity
to influence generations of writers. His association with younger poets was “one of the happiest chapters” in his life.

Kunitz cofounded the Fine Arts Center in Provincetown, Massachusetts, and Poets House in New York City.

TONY BROWN, proclaimed a “Slam Poet Legend” by Poetry Slam International, is known throughout Worcester’s
poetry community and beyond. During nearly five decades of shepherding poetry from “the page to the stage,”

he has established himself as a poet, essayist, teacher, pacesetter amongslam team poets, blogmeister, editor, and
venue host. His poems have earned seven Pushcart Prize nominations. Olga Broumas selected his poem, “Why I

Left Home,” as the winner of WCPA’s annual contest in 1994. Brown is the author of 25 collections, including

At the Place of Definitions, In the Embers, and Then Play On, which feature themes of aging, icons and cliches in
American culture, race and its role in his life, and music. Brown is cofounder of The Duende Project, a spoken word
and music quartet that performs locally and along the East Coast, in addition to releasing six collections of their
work. Brown’s daily blog, “Dark Matter,” attracts over 3000 readers for good reason. Whether in performance

or on the page, Tony Brown’s extraordinary gifts prove that poetry is alive, and it is intensely human.
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Sponsor

The Worcester County Poetry Association

Co Sponsors
The Stanley Kunitz Boyhood Home o The Greater Worcester Community Foundation
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Stanley Kunitz Medal Ceremony
Thursday, July 28,2022, 6:30 — 8:30 p.m.
Worcester Historical Museum,

30 Elm Street,

Worcester, Massachusetts 01609

Please consult www.worcesterhistory.org for mask policy.



