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Tony Brown Chosen for Kunitz Medal 
 
Proclaimed a “Slam Poet Legend” by Poetry Slam International, Worcester poet Tony Brown 
has been selected as the 2022 Stanley Kunitz Medal recipient.  
 
Brown is widely known throughout Worcester’s poetry community and beyond. During nearly 
five decades of shepherding poetry from “the page to the stage,” he has established himself 
as a poet, essayist, teacher, pacesetter among slam team poets, editor, and venue host. 
Brown is cofounder of The Duende Project, a spoken word and music quartet that performs 
locally and along the East Coast, in addition to releasing six collections of their work. Brown’s 
daily blog, “Dark Matters,” attracts over 3000 readers, and his poems have garnered seven 
Pushcart Prize nominations. 
 
The Stanley Kunitz Medal originated with a bequest to the Worcester County Poetry 
Association from former Poet Laureate of the United States and Worcester native Stanley 
Kunitz (1905-2006). Brown’s award will be the eighth annual medal bestowed on a poet with a 
strong Worcester County connection who best exemplifies Kunitz’s lifelong commitment to 
poetry. The award recognizes a poet’s commitment to poetry as Kunitz lived it: teaching 
poetry, mentoring poets, speaking poetry, publishing poetry, and supporting organizations 
which nurture poetry.  
 
Also nominated this year were poets Curt Curtin, David Macpherson, and Laura Jehn 
Menides.  
 
Tony Brown will receive his medal at a ceremony presented by the Worcester County Poetry 
Association at the Worcester Historical Museum on Thursday, July 28th from 6:30-8:30 p.m. 
There is limited parking at the museum, with additional parking on street and in the Pearl/Elm 
Street Garage. Visit worcestercountypoetry.org for details. 
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