Annual Report
2015-2016

Worcester County Poetry
Association

A big thank you!
Thank you to everyone who supported or participated in the Worcester County Poetry Association
this year, whether as a sponsor, volunteer, or event attendee.
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A Message from the President
Let’s begin on a note of financial optimism. Last year’s message was one of hope but caution. The
administrative fee from the Kellner/Monadnock Fellowship was extremely helpful in times of dwindling
financial support. But during the year 2015 the Worcester County Poetry Association was the recipient of
an unrestricted $15,000 grant from the George Alden Trust. This money will be carefully apportioned to
ensure that current funds such as the Gregory Stockmal Fund will be healthy in the future but at the same
time this new money will support increased honorariums for the annual meeting and poetry contests as
well as support for new readings by poets throughout Worcester County.
The year 2015 was a very full and active one for the Association with poetry events sponsored by the
WCPA taking place in many venues across Worcester County, locations such as the Fitchburg Public
Library, Worcester State University, Barnes & Noble, The Heartwell Institute, “The Thirsty Lab Poetry
Series” in Princeton, and “Street Beat” at the WCPA Office. There are too many events to mention
specifically but here are some of the year’s highlights, in no particular order:
●
●
●
●
●
●
●

The WCPA’s annual Bloomsday, took place on June 16—the tribute to James Joyce and 
Ulysses
at various location throughout the City.
Long in preparation, the first annual Stanley Kunitz Medal was awarded to Michael True on July
26 at the Kunitz boyhood home at 4 Woodford St.
The seventh “Annual Gregory Stockmal Reading,” cosponsored by Worcester Polytechnic
Institute, took place on October 8 with Gregory Orr as reader.
The WCPA and several other organizations participated in “Poetry Pop Up” at Worcester City
Hall.
The 2015 WCPA College Poetry Competition was concluded with the winners reading at the
Saxe Room at the Worcester Public Library.
The Annual Poetry Contest, the “Frank O’Hara Prize,” with Dawn Potter as judge and reader was
concluded with the winners reading at the First Unitarian Church.
The Worcester Review
was published, continuing its role as the Worcester area’s leading literary
journal. This year’s issue featured the historical novelist Esther Forbes.

So we are again looking back on a year of solid and varied accomplishments and—as I said last year—all
of these events would not be possible without the dedication of the WCPA Board and all others interested
in the value of poetic expression. What does the future hold? Financial problems have been greatly
alleviated but the need for a larger WCPA governing board with more active members remains.

Sincerely,

Edward R. Cronin
20152016 President
Worcester County Poetry Association
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The Worcester Review
Report

Submitted by: Diane Mulligan, Managing Editor
In 2015, 
The Worcester Review
published volume 36, with a feature section
celebrating the work of Esther Forbes. We were thrilled to work with feature
editor Meredith Neuman. Ms. Neuman was kind enough to host a launch party
at the Clark University Rare Book Room at which several contributors to the
issue read their work, and Ms. Neuman shared selections from Forbes’s
juvenilia from Clark University’s collection. Volume 36 also included
seventeen poems, five short stories, and an interview with Donald Hall, in
addition to the winning poems from the WCPA’s Frank O’Hara Prize and the
winning manuscript of the College Poetry Contest. Also in 2015, we said
goodbye to art editor Monica Elefterion. We are grateful to Monica for her
contributions over her many years of service to the Review, and we wish her
well in future endeavors.

20th Annual Bloomsday Report
Submitted by: Kristina England, Committee Chair
On June 16, 2015, the Worcester County Poetry
Association held our 20th Annual Bloomsday.
Locations ranged from the tried and true Bancroft
Tower and Boynton to new discoveries, such as the
Joyce gravestone replica hidden in the backyard of a
Worcester home (Joyce is everywhere!).
We had the usual number of attendees with the max
amount at an event at twenty attendees and the
smallest at ten.
We’d like to thank everyone that attended or provided
a location for the event. A special thank you to our committee members: Kristina England, Carle
Johnson, Jay Lavelle, Anne Marie Lucci.
Locations in order of attendance: Bancroft Tower, Private Home with Joyce Statue. Institute Park,
Armsby Abbey, Worcester Public Library, Burnside Fountain, The Boynton, Espress Yourself Cafe.
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2015 Program Report for The Stanley Kunitz Boyhood Home
Submitted by: Carol Stockmal, Owner/Curator & Judith Ferrara, Volunteer
On behalf of the Stanley Kunitz Boyhood Home, we extend our appreciation to the Worcester County
Poetry Association for its continued support in fostering the legacy of Stanley Kunitz in Worcester.
During the year, several projects and events honored him and Gregory Stockmal:
Since it was launched in May 2014,
https://kunitzhome.org

has proven to be an excellent vehicle for
promoting and educating others about the relationship between Stanley Kunitz, and Worcester. Technical
editor A.J. Leto sent subscribers postings to events at the house and to the Gregory Stockmal Reading.
The ResourcesResearch page was updated to include all three published essays from the Stanley Kunitz
Society panel presented at the 2011 American Literature Association’s 22nd Annual Conference/Boston.
In 2016, Judith Ferrara will pass on the duties of content editor to Carol Stockmal.
The 3rd Stanley Kunitz Boyhood Home Summer Writing Series was a productive one. WCPA supported
the monthly June–September series by providing print and online publicity. Special appreciation goes to
Bob Gill, Anne Marie Lucci, and Carle Johnson, who promoted the four workshops. The series mission is
to examine Stanley Kunitz’s poems in the setting of his boyhood home with the purpose of generating
new writing. Presenters were Ann Sweetman, Jim Cocola, Jennifer Freed and Susan Roney O’Brien.
Workshop evaluations reflected participants’ overwhelming satisfaction. The selfsustaining series had
nearcapacity attendance, with 
36 of 40 seats filled
; $20 registration fees from 36 participants = $720,
minus $400 (honoraria) and $80 (refreshments) resulted in a 
$240
donation to The Gregory Stockmal
Reading Fund. In 2016, Judith Ferrara will pass on the duties of writing series coordinator to Susan
Roney O’Brien.
On May 17th and June 7th, two groups from the Jewish Federation of Central Massachusetts visited 4
Woodford Street for house tours. 
Attendance: 27 & 21
July 26th, Michael True was the first recipient of the Stanley Kunitz Medal (see cover photo). The
ceremony coincided with the celebration of the 110th anniversary of Stanley Kunitz’s birth. Festivities at
4 Woodford Street included the conferring of the medal and refreshments, followed by an open mic.
Attendance: 50.
This year’s celebration of Stanley Kunitz’s birthday was the final one to be hosted at 4
Woodford Street.
The Open House was held on September 20th. Docents offered 5 house tours; an open mic was hosted by
Carle Johnson. 
House tour attendance: 7; Open mic: 7
. Pear note card sales and “Stanley’s House” DVD
netted 
$20
, which was donated to The Gregory Stockmal Reading Fund. This was the 11th and final year
of Open Houses, which were initiated in 2005 by the first docent, Greg Stockmal. House tours were
continued by docents beginning in October 2009. Tours will now be scheduled 
by appointment only
and
will ensure the continued commitment to maintaining the legacy of Stanley Kunitz and Gregory
Stockmal.
October 8th, the Seventh Annual Gregory Stockmal Reading was held at Worcester Polytechnic Institute,
with Gregory Orr as the featured reader. The reading was organized by Professor Jim Cocola and
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sponsored by Worcester Polytechnic Institute, The Gregory Stockmal Reading Fund, and the Worcester
County Poetry Association. 
Attendance: Master Class18; Reading65
.
After seven years, Judith Ferrara is withdrawing from her volunteer duties at the Stanley Kunitz Boyhood
Home. She wishes to express her gratitude to Carol Stockmal, the docents and members of the WCPA for
their hard work, energy and support in accomplishing the many initiatives and inspiring events that have
taken place at 4 Woodford Street.

Kellner-Monadnock Fellowship Report
Submitted by: Rodger Martin, recipient Kellner/Monadnock Fellowship
Again I wish to thank philanthropists John Hofmeister and Dr. Karen Otazo Hofmeister for providing this
fellowship “supporting, nurturing and developing the literary capacities of Rodger Martin via education,
engagement, related travel expense, and literary research and production.” I also thank them for choosing
the Worcester County Poetry Association as the fiscal agent to administer this fellowship.
The fellowship has permitted me in 20152016 to dedicate my time and energy to a full plate of writing
activities. The most prominent was the return trip for the first time in almost fifty years to Vietnam which
occurred in May of 2015. I had five major goals. First seeing firsthand if the land had healed. It has. A
second goal was to stand on the spot at Thein Ngon where I was wounded in 1967. I did. A third goal
was to see if the people have healed. They have. The fourth goal was to climb Nui Ba Den Mountain, a
battle zone in 1968 in which we controlled the top and the bottom while the Vietnamese controlled the
middle. I didn’t have to climb the mountain because it is now a theme park with a gondola to ride up the
mountain so I rode up. Finally I wished to go inside the Cao Dai Temple in Tay Ninh, off limits in 1967.
I did and observed a service there.
These before/after photographs provide a reason why I wanted to know if the land had recovered:
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Thein Ngon, 1968

Thein Ngon, 2015 (National Park for Trees)
This 8day trip was followed by a fiveweek trip to China, where I was able to give readings and lectures
on poetry and Monadnock Pastoral Poets at the University of Nanjing in Nanjing and Shanghai University
of International Business. We hope to create a reverse exchange symposium at Keene State College in
2017.
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Students, poets, and audience at a Nanjing Univ. reading (I am left center, back row)
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An article about my visit with pastoral poets to Tao Monastery at Mao Mountain
Additionally, I worked on translations with Prof. Zhang Ziqing of Nanjing University on translations of
my own poems, poets I met and worked with, and poems by Li Po. Many of these will appear in the 
The
Worcester Review
next fall. The result of all of this will be a booklength, dual language manuscript of
both my own poetry inspired by the trip and the poets I met during the trip. I am working toward a 2017
publication date.
On the home front, I have been pleased to have ten poems appear in publications during 2015 and gave
eighteen readings or workshops. I have embarked on another endowment drive for the New Hampshire
poet laureate position in conjunction with The Poetry Society of New Hampshire. I serve
on the boards of the WCPA where I coordinated the first annual Stanley Kunitz Medal award, The
Monadnock Writers Group as vice president, and The Poetry Society of New Hampshire where I am
tasked with creating a permanent endowment for all future New Hampshire state poet laureates. The
fellowship also allowed me to embark on a New Hampshire November poetry road trip in which I read in
Portsmouth, NH, on a Friday, Concord, N.H. on Saturday, White Birch Books, North Conway, N.H. on
Sunday, and a Veteran’s Day program at Keene State College on Tuesday.
One of the exciting initiatives the fellowship permitted was to allow me to work with The Penn, a tiny
alternative charter school on the seacoast where I corresponded and visited with a young sophomore and
worked oneonone with him on poetry. We will repeat that process this year.
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I directed the twelfth annual Monadnock Pastoral Poets Retreat, Its new website is up and running
(
www.monadnockpastoralpoets.org
) along with my own website: (
www.rodgerwriter.com
) where MPIB,
the Monadnock Pastoral Irregular Blog, continues to flourish.
I also continue as both a workshop leader and judge in New Hampshire’s Poetry Out Loud program where
each year over 10,000 students memorize and recite classic poetry. Add in the readings, Del Rossi’s fall
and spring poetry series I organize, and a November visit to Lancaster, Pennsylvania, to have lunch with
Bruce Kellner, 84, the mentor named on this fellowship, and 2015 was a full plate of writing and poetry
activities. This fellowship was essential in providing the resources filling that plate.
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2015 WCPA Income and Expenses
Submitted by: Robert Gill, Treasurer
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2016 Proposed WCPA Budget
Submitted by: Robert Gill, Treasurer

11

Greater Worcester Community Foundation Fund Overview
Submitted by: Robert Gill, Treasurer
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2015-2016 Board of Directors
Jonathan Blake
Jim Cocola
Bob Cronin  
President
Kristina England  
Secretary
Peter Foulkes
Robert Gill  
Treasurer
Carle Johnson
Sam Lalos
Jay Lavelle
Dan Lewis
Anne Marie Lucci  
VP, Publicity
Heather Macpherson
Rodger Martin
Laura Menides
Diane Mulligan 
Editor, The Worcester Review
Catherine Reed
Joe Reynolds
Sarah Sapienza
Robert Steele
Eleanor Vincellette
Patricia Youngblood
The VP, Programming position was vacant in 2015.
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