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President’s Message
2019 marks a highpoint in the long-term success and health of the organization—primarily more
integration of the Worcester County Poetry Association into the fabric of the community. Particularly,
there have been four major components to that integration: Our service as fiscal agent for The
Worcester Clemente Course in the Humanities whose mission aligns very well with ours and brings
us into closer contact with underserved communities. Additionally, we are partnering with The City
of Worcester to bring back and make permanent the City of Worcester Poet Laureate position with a
stipended Poet Laureate and a new youth poet laureate as well. Though these first two initiatives center
around the city itself, Bob Gill’s 1 + 1 Reading series has reached into the greater Worcester
community and brought in two poets for readings at various county libraries. Finally, our efforts were
rewarded with a Greater Worcester Community Foundation Creative Engagement Grant which will
permit us to professionally remake our website, update our logo and work more closely with other
Barr Grant recipients such as the Worcester Historical Museum. Our new logo is prominently
displayed in this report.
All this and we still maintain our core programming such as the annual Stanley Kunitz Medal, the
Frank O’Hara Poetry Prize, and the Bishop/Knight College contest whose permanence we ensuring
by continuing to build a GWCF endowment that will make a certainty that college students of
Worcester County will always have a prestigious outlet for both their spoken and written words. All
of the volunteers’ names you will hear as our Vice President for Programming Bob Gill fills more
detail. With all that, we have added to and become more youthful in the composition of our working
executive board of directors. We have room to grow there, but we are moving. These new board
members have added wonderful energy and bandwidth to our abilities: Therese Carr in her dogged
and ultimately successful pursuit of the Greater Worcester Community Foundation Creative
Engagement Grant, Robin Boucher who has taken on the critical position of treasurer to financially
manage all our success; Chris Reilly, who has become the point man on the City of Worcester Poet
Laureate and co-chair of this year’s Frank O’Hara Prize, Elizabeth Bacon as one of our connections
with the Worcester Clemente Course in the Humanities, and Karen Sharpe who brings her fundraising expertise to the Bishop/Knight endowment drive. New board member Susan Roney-O’Brien
seamlessly transitioned to work with Carol Stockmal, Judith Ferrara (and photographer John
Gaumond) to make our partnership with The Stanley Kunitz Boyhood Home a signature event
involving The Kunitz Medal, summer workshops, and The Gregory Stockmal Reading. Finally,
without WCPA member Craig Blais, we wouldn’t have the college students’ participation which makes
the Bishop/Knight contest worthwhile. Then there are those unsung heroes who do so much behind
the scenes work to make this organization the catalyst that it is: Judith Ferrara, John Gaumond, Ann
Lewis, Robert Steele, Jay Lavelle, and where would our annual meetings be without Ann Marie Lucci
and her baked goods.
Additionally, The Worcester Review has transitioned seamlessly into new management with the
welcoming of a new Managing Editor, Kate McIntyre. Though we are saddened to see previous editor
Diane Mulligan step away, her duties as Department Chair, Director of the Betty Curtis Young Writers
Conference and likely go-to person as St. Johns High School opens a new middle school will be more
than enough to keep her awake at night. Thank you for recognizing each of us only has so many
voluntary fingers to plug holes in the artistic dike. You used all of yours, Diane, to bring The Worcester
Review into the 21st Century and position it for Kate to move it into more national prominence.
But there is one more person without whose quiet, in the background, support and guidance for
this organization, much of what we’ve accomplished couldn’t happen and that is Vice President for
Programming and wearer of almost all WCPA hats at some point, Robert Gill. Without his steady
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presence, I’m not sure much of our success would have been possible. Certainly, I know I could not
have succeeded in my job.
As I look back on 2019 and as we move toward our fiftieth anniversary, I see a membership base
that continues to grow, endowments to provide base level support for programs well north of $150,00,
a permanent office and library which becomes more inviting with a mystery volunteer who designs
the walls each month. I tend to get about a bit, and I do not believe there is an all-volunteer
organization in this country, perhaps even in the world, that has accomplished so much for poetry as
the Worcester County Poetry Association—you have no idea how special you are.
How does all this happen, year-after-year for almost half-a-century? How is it possible—because
of you—members and board members who place poetry above their personal poetics and interests.
I am honored and proud to serve as your president.
~Rodger Martin

2019 Annual Meeting
On February 24, 2019, we held our annual meeting in the Bancroft Room at the First Unitarian
Church in Worcester (our regular venue was unavailable due to construction). After a short business
meeting, where we discussed the past year and elected a new board of directors, we held an open
poetry reading since our scheduled feature, Sebastian Lockwood, could not join us due to bad weather
near his home in New Hampshire.

2019-2020 WCPA Board & Officers
Elizabeth Bacon
Robin Boucher, Treasurer
Therese Carr
Jim Cocola
Robert Cronin
Bob Gill, VP Programming
Carle Johnson
Jay Lavelle
Ann-Marie Lucci
Rodger Martin, President
Laura Menides
Kate McIntyre, Editor, The Worcester Review
Diane Mulligan, Secretary
Chris Reilley
Susan Roney-O’Brien
Karen Sharpe
Robert Steele
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THE WORCESTER REVIEW Report
In 2019, The Worcester Review published
Volume 40, which contained work by 32 poets
and 10 fiction writers as well as the winners of the
annual Frank O’Hara Prize and College Poetry
Contest Manuscript Prize. This year’s feature
section, edited by Rodger Martin and containing
essays by Martin, Mark C. Long, Eugene
McCarthy, Zhang Ziqing, Susan Roney-O’Brien,
Claire Mowbray Golding, and Maura MacNeil,
spotlights a strand of Central New England
poetry tradition—the pastoral. The essays trace
the pastoral from its beginnings to its current
moment, showcasing the diverse approaches
contemporary poets, both here in Central
Massachusetts and as far away as China, are taking
to this very old form. We also offered an essay by
William Doreski about Thoreau’s correspondence
with Worcester resident Harrison Gray Otis Blake
and Eugene McCarthy’s review of Terrance
Hayes’s new book, which details his connections
to Worcester through his friendships with
Etheridge Knight, founder of the Free People’s
Poetry Workshop, and Fran Quinn, cofounder of
the WCPA.
This year also saw the departure of managing
editor Diane Mulligan, who served brilliantly in
the position for seven years. During her tenure,
Diane introduced many innovations and efficiencies, which made Kate McIntyre’s transition to
managing editor easy and seamless. Kate is an assistant professor of creative writing at Worcester
Polytechnic Institute, and she was previously the managing editor of the literary journal the Missouri
Review.
We’ve had a few other staff changes in 2019. With the publication of this issue, Rushelle Frazier,
our art editor, and Jessica Knauss, poetry editor, have completed their tenures at the Review. We thank
them for their work at the magazine and wish them our very best in their future literary endeavors.
New to the Review staff this year are two poets and professors at Assumption College, John
Hodgen and David Thoreen, and Heather Long, a Boston-area fiction writer.
A financial report for The Worcester Review can be found on page 21.
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Elizabeth Bishop and Etheridge Knight Manuscript and Performance Poetry Prizes
Endowment
Rodger Martin, Fundraising Committee Chairman
We are now over half-way toward raising enough funds to create the permanent college poetry
contest the Professor Beth Sweeney of Holy Cross has supported for many years. Last year’s
keynote event was poet Howard Faerstein reading at a fund-raising dinner at O’Connor’s
Restaurant, April 30, 2019. Poet/musician Michael Milligan provided acoustic music as well. Over
$1,400 was raised by that event. The fundraising committee of Beth Sweeney, Bob Gill, myself,
Karen Sharpe, and Robert Steele will plan a second fundraising dinner this spring featuring poet Bob
Cording and musician Mike Milligan also at O’Connor’s on Tuesday, April 21, 2020. Contact any of
the committee for dinner and event prices.
Our goal is to reach the $10,000 minimum deposit with the Greater Worcester Community
Foundation next year. Should you desire to support this county-wide initiative, please make a donation
to the Elizabeth Bishop/Etheridge Knight College Contest Endowment either via the Greater
Worcester Community Foundation or the treasurer of the WCPA.

Greater Worcester Community Foundation Creative Engagement Grant
Therese Carr
The Worcester County Poetry Association received a 2019 Greater Worcester Community
Foundation (GWCF) Creative Engagement Grant, a one-time award of $40,000. The purpose of this
competitive grant program, funded in part by the Barr Foundation, is to help build capacity among
Worcester arts and culture non-profit organizations through the provision of monetary resources and
targeted training for grantees in creative leadership. Since receiving the grant, the WCPA grant team
has attended workshops at the Non-Profit Support Center on effective and inclusive communications
and programming, as well as networking meetings intended to encourage collaboration and colearning with the other 2019 grantees: The Ecotarium, Pakachoag Music School of Greater Worcester,
The Worcester Historical Museum, the Worcester County Light Opera Club, and WCUW, Inc. Grant
funds are being used to update the WCPA’s branding, website, communications and marketing, and
to refresh The Worcester Review website. Funds are also being used to strategically sponsor programming
designed to engage more members of the vibrant culturally and linguistically diverse community in
which we live–not only as audiences, but also as artists and creative partners.
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2019 WCPA College Contest: Elizabeth Bishop and Etheridge Knight Manuscript and
Performance Poetry Prizes
Craig Blais, College Contest chair
The twelfth annual WCPA College Poetry Contest happened at Worcester PopUp on Franklin in
Worcester on Saturday, April 6th. The finalists were nominated by faculty from participating colleges
in Worcester County. All colleges were contacted, and 8 schools nominated students. Those schools
were: Anna Maria College, Assumption College, College of the Holy Cross, Clark University,
Fitchburg State University, MCPHS, Worcester State University, and WPI. For the first time this year,
the manuscript prize and performance prize is named in honor of poets Elizabeth Bishop and
Etheridge Knight, respectively.
Students submitted work that was judged beforehand by Susan Roney-O'Brien and Ashley
Wonder to determine the Manuscript Prize winner. At the event itself, the judges also decided the
Performance Prize winner.
The event was chaired by Craig Blais. Bob Gill was an invaluable partner in planning, set-up,
bringing PA, and refreshments. WCPA treasurer Robin Boucher was in attendance and provided the
checks for the winners.
This year's nominees were as follows:
Paula Kneeland, of Anna Maria College and Worcester, MA
Kate Brice, of Assumption College and Colchester, CT
Dani Black, of Clark University and Middleboro, MA
Amber John, of the College of Holy Cross and Austin, TX
Ariele Lee, of Fitchburg State University and Beverly, MA
Jesse Madore, of MCPHS and Salem, NH
Erica Gilman, of Worcester State University and North Brookfield, MA
Michael Clements, of WPI and Exeter, NH
Kate Brice was named Winner of the Elizabeth Bishop Manuscript Prize (winning a $75 prize
and a subscription to The Worcester Review). Amber John was named the Runner-up for the Elizabeth
Bishop Manuscript Prize (winning a $25 prize). Brice's winning poem will also be published in a future
edition of The Worcester Review.
Dani Black was named Winner of the Etheridge Knight Performance Prize (winning a $75 prize
and a subscription to The Worcester Review). Ariele Lee was named Runner-up for the Etheridge Knight
Performance Prize (winning a
$25 prize).
Pictured: Contest
Participants, Judges, and
Contest Chair
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The 2019 Stanley Kunitz Medal
Rodger Martin, Chairman, Stanley Kunitz Medal Selection Committee
Former Clinton, Mass., resident Fran Quinn
has been chosen to receive the fifth Stanley Kunitz
Medal awarded through a bequest from two-time
Poet Laureate of The United States and Pulitzer
Prize winning poet and Worcester native Stanley
Kunitz.
The medal, awarded annually since 2015, is
given to a person with a strong Worcester County
(Mass.) connection who best exemplifies Stanley
Kunitz’s (born in Worcester in 1905) life-long
commitment to poetry and poets. The award
recognizes the total commitment to poetry as
Kunitz lived it: Teaching poetry, mentoring poets,
speaking poetry, publishing poetry, and supporting
organizations which nurture poetry.
The award ceremony and reception coincided
with Kunitz’s birthday celebration at The Worcester
Historical Museum at 30 Elm Street, Worcester,
Mass., on Thursday, July 25, 2019, 6:30-8:30 p.m.
Poet and teacher Fran Quinn was one of the
founders of The Worcester County Poetry Association in 1971 and established, with Etheridge
Knight, Worcester’s Free Peoples Poetry Workshop which still flourishes. He was an early editor of
The Worcester Review and taught poetry at almost every college in Worcester.
Though he moved to Indianapolis, Indiana, at the end of the Twentieth Century, and established
an internationally known center for poetry at Butler University, he continued to promote Worcester
as a center of poetry. Retired scholar B. Eugene McCarthy of Holy Cross wrote, “For the program at
Butler University, Fran brought in Wole Soyinka, the first African Nobel Prize winner; he phoned to
ask if I wanted Soyinka to read at Holy Cross. I said yes. Always alert to maximizing exposure to poets,
Fran knew it would be affordable for us to invite him already in this country—only one example of
Fran’s consistent dedication.”
Guggenheim Fellow, poet Naomi Shihab Nye dedicated her poem “Basket Gathering Light” to
Quinn.
Galway Kinnell said, “Fran played a large part role in the flourishing of poetry in Worcester. I
always missed him when I left [Worcester], and on returning I always looked forward to seeing him.
I was like that friend of Lorca’s who, in anticipation of seeing Lorca wrote (In Carol Conroy’s
translation) : ‘Frederico’s here! Now we’re going on a poetry bender.’”
Quinn is also the author of four books of poetry including Milk of the Lioness (Bachrach, Coleman
& McCrea: 1982), At The Edge of The Worlds with poet Janice Forberg, and The Goblet Crying for Wine
(Blue Sofa Press: 1995) Quinn won the Hopewell Prize for poetry in 1992 and A Horse of Blue Ink.
Fran Quinn (credit: Fran Quinn Workshops in Poetry, Facebook.com)
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2019 Annual Poetry Contest: The Frank O'Hara Prize
Bob Gill, contest chair

2019 was another successful year for the WCPA's Annual Poetry Contest: The Frank O'Hara
Prize, with a total of 199 poems from 78 entrants, a 50% increase over 2018. For the first time, over
60% of the entries arrived online. The 2019 contest judge was Rachel McKibbens, nationally known
poet, activist, and New York Foundation for the Arts poetry fellow.
The 2019 winner is Worcester poet Carolyn Oliver for her poem "Rhododendrons." Additional
prizes are being awards as follows:
Second prize - Jacqueline Morrill of Auburn for her poem "Unhinged"
Third prize - Jennifer Freed of Holden for her poem "Riptide"
Honorable Mention - bg Thurston of Warwick for her poem "Gladiolas"
A Winners' Reading and Reception took place on Sunday, September 29, at the First Unitarian
Church in Worcester. A capacity audience heard from all the winners and had a chance to mingle with
contest judge McKibbens. Following the reception, Rachel McKibbens shared an emotionally charged
reading of her poetry. One attendee shared that it was "quite provocative for me awakening old
memories and reinforcing my views of how kindness is so absent and violence so prevalent amongst
us in many sectors."
Bob Gill and Christopher Reilley co-chair the 2020 contest, and the 2020 contest judge is Doug
Holder, founder of the Ibbetson Street Press.
This year Phil O’Hara, brother of contest namesake Frank O’Hara, and his wife Pat joined us at
the Winners' Reading. We are grateful to the entire O'Hara Family for their continued support for the
WCPA's Annual Poetry Contest.

The 2019 Gregory Stockmal Reading
Bob Gill, VP for Programming

Each year the Worcester County Poetry Association partners with a local college or university to
present a poet who had a connection to poet Stanley Kunitz. This year we welcomed Patrick Donnelly
as our reader at the 11th Annual Gregory Stockmal Reading on Wednesday, October 16th. The
reading, hosted by Anna Maria College in Paxton, took place in the Zecco Auditorium with students,
faculty, Anna Maria President Mary Lou Retelle, and members of the public in attendance.
Patrick Donnelly is the former poet laureate of Northampton, Massachusetts, and director of the
Poetry Seminar at The Frost Place. He read from his newest book, Little-Known Operas, which guides
us through the terrain of love, sex, same-sex marriage, illness, death, and art with guidance from Jesus
and Maria Callas.
The 2019 Gregory Stockmal Reading had support from the legacy of Edith Mooney LaVigne '63,
Anna Maria College, the WCPA's Gregory Stockmal Fund, and the Worcester County Poetry
Association.
The Gregory Stockmal Reading was established in 2009 by the Worcester County Poetry
Association in cooperation with Carol Stockmal. The purpose of the reading is to continue the efforts
of Greg Stockmal to honor American poet Stanley Kunitz and his legacy in Worcester. The reading is
an integral part of this legacy, recognizing Stanley Kunitz as the teacher and leader of his self-described
"tribe" of poets, friends, and family by sponsoring Worcester-area readings by poets for whom Stanley
Kunitz has been an inspiration.
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2019 Programming Overview
Bob Gill, VP for Programming
2019 was an eventful year for WCPA Programming. In addition to our signature programs, we
explored new opportunities that looked to our literary past and showcased active local poets. The
WCPA co-sponsors two monthly poetry readings (Fourth Saturdays at Barnes & Noble and The Thirsty
Lab Poetry Series in Princeton) as well as individual events. For example, in November, we partnered
with the Worcester Historical Museum to present Writing Elizabeth Bishop: A Biographer's Journey with
Bishop biographer Tom Travisano.
We'll highlight some of the significant programs individually; however, I want to share a handful
of the new programs we undertook this year.
The 1+1 Poetry Series is modeled after a long-running program that Assumption College once
ran. It brings a seasoned poet together with a newer voice at a venue somewhere within Worcester
County with a focus outside of Worcester. We were able to hold two sessions in 2019 with Susan
Roney-O'Brien with Robert Racicot reading in Berlin and Tony Brown with Storey Campbell reading
in Sutton. We are looking for venues to continue the series in 2020.
Bedlam Book Cafe, on Green Street in Worcester, is a used book store with a passion for poetry.
The WCPA co-hosted five events at Bedlam Book Cafe in 2019, including a four-part series over the
summer featuring the workshop facilitators from the Stanley Kunitz Boyhood Home Writing Series.
One of the most exciting and publicly attended events for 2019 was a collaboration with
Worcester Art Museum to present a reading of the Epic of Gilgamesh by Sebastian Lockwood. Over
100 people gathered in the Renaissance Court at the museum to hear storyteller and teacher Lockwood
recite one of the oldest known epic tales.
Long Play Poetry was the brainchild of WCPA member David Macpherson. It was presented
monthly on the second Saturday in the WCPA's office at the Sprinkler Factory in Worcester.
Conceived as a listening party, Dave shared spoken word albums and opened the WCPA office while
the Sprinkler Factory had open gallery hours. The program was presented throughout 2019 and is a
beautiful example of a member bringing an idea forward and helping to make it a reality.
We also co-sponsored KidsFest at the Holden Public Library and Poetry in the Gardens with
Tower Hill Botanic Garden. Poet Howard Faerstein helped us raise funds for the recently established
Bishop/Knight College Contest endowment. We also hosted a dual-language reading, For All the Tea
in Zhōngguó, by Rodger Martin and Ann Shi at the Worcester Pop-up at JMAC in English and Mandarin.
Our poetry cup runneth over.
One event that we were not able to present this year was the annual Bloomsday Ramble. All
events are volunteer organized, and we failed to recognize early on that we weren't going to be able to
put together a meaningful event. If Bloomsday is meaningful to you, perhaps you can help us plan the
2020 event.
The WCPA is eager to help poetry lovers to bring their programming ideas to fruition. If you
have a program idea, please talk with a board member or e-mail wcpaboard@yahoo.com to get the
ball rolling.
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Kellner/Monadnock Fellowship 2019 Annual Report
Poetry Bridging Continents
Rodger Martin
As always, I thank philanthropists John
Hofmeister and Dr. Karen Otazo Hofmeister for
continuing this annual fellowship “supporting,
nurturing and developing the literary capacities of
Rodger Martin via education, engagement, related
travel expense, and literary research and
production.” I also thank them for choosing the
Worcester County Poetry Association as the fiscal
agent to administer this fellowship.
Three particular events highlighted the 2019
Fellowship. Most encompassing was the fourth
annual Poetry Bridging Continents Symposium
that brought six invited poets and scholars from
the Shanghai region to New England in a rolling
conference that began with an ekphrastic poetry
reading at the Jaffrey Civic Center on Sunday,
October 27, with poems selected by WCPA’s own
Susan Roney-O’Brien in response to artwork by retiring Fitchburg State University artist Susan
Wadsworth.
This was followed by four days of events, readings and sessions at New England College in
Henniker, and visits in the
Keene area in New Hampshire.
With the co-sponsorship of
The Worcester County Poetry
Association, the Monadnock
Writers Group and the Poetry
Society of New Hampshire, a
number
of
central
Massachusetts scholars and
attendees
participated
in
various
phases
of
the
symposium.

PHOTOS:
Top: Poet and gugin player
Yu Qui reads at The Jaffrey Civic Center. (Photo credit Zi Chuan)
Bottom: The Worcester panel at the symposium. (l-r) Susan Roney-O’Brien, Claire Mowbry
Golding, Kate McIntyre, Harvard translator Benjamin Landauer, New England College Professor
Maura MacNeil, Rodger Martin, Keene State College scholar Mark Long. Photo credit Zi Chuan)
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On Oct, 31, the symposium traveled
into the White Mountains of New
Hampshire with more sessions and
readings at The Highland Center at
Crawford Notch. On November 1 and 2,
the symposium drove across the
hinterlands of Maine to the Down East
border with Canada where another set of
readings and activities occurred in
Dennysville, Maine, at the Atelier LeForest,
an art gallery specializing in the work of
Worcester artist Robert Munford. In total,
well over 600 people attended or
participated in all these events before we dropped the poets off for their return to Shanghai via the
Portland, Maine, bus station.
The second major event for me as a result of the fellowship was the publication of my fourth
collection, a book of translations of both my own and a number of Chinese poets I have worked with
at The Worcester Review since 1988. For All The Tea in Zhōngguó, a book with poems in both
Mandarin and English, took
me on a multi-state reading
tour which ranged from
Millersville State University
in Pennsylvania to the Pier
21 Museum Immigration
Museum (Canada’s version
of Ellis Island) in Halifax,
Nova Scotia where I read
with Dalhousie University
Professor Shao Pin Luo
accompanied by music on
the gugin after being
introduced by the U.S.
Consul General Kevin
Skillings.

PHOTOS:
Top: Melinda (Munford) Jaques and poet/calligrapher Zi Chuan show a sample of calligraphy
created at the gallery Atelier LeForest, Dennysville, Maine, November 1. If I am not mistaken, it is
the name of the gallery with the artist’s name to the left.
Bottom: Myself and United States Consul General Skillings before the reading at Pier 21
Immigration Museum in Halifax, Nova Scotia. (Photo credit: Rebecca MacKenzie-Hopkins)
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The tour was part of a series of twenty-one readings I gave during 2019 and discovered the
roadshow can be extremely wearying after putting thousands of miles on my reliable Sonata.
The third major event enabled by this fellowship was the fifteenth annual Monadnock Pastoral
Poetry Retreat which saw our largest ever gathering of 26 poets and musicians to spend a weekend
retreating into art, music and poetry at the Barbara C. Harris Center in Greenfield, New Hampshire
at the end of April. The sixteenth gathering will be held April 24-26, 2020 at the same location.

Just a few of the many American rengas created at one of the retreats over the years. (Photo
credit: Robert Steele)
Finally, the fellowship allowed me to serve in executive positions on the boards of The
Monadnock Writers Group and The Worcester County Poetry Association, work with judging at New
Hampshire’s Poetry Out Loud competitions, and help find twelve poems and one essay make their
way into publication. Additionally, I led workshops at St John’s Betty Curtis Worcester County Young
Writers Conference, the Bancroft Young Writers Conference, the New Hampshire Poetry Festival,
continued my editorship at the Granite State Poetry Series, and attended a few book fairs. It was an
extraordinary year.
A sad note comes with the death of novelist, scholar, and mentor Bruce Kellner who died in
Lancaster, Pennsylvania, this year. It was his early guidance and encouragement in 1970 that set me
upon the road that has brought me to this point. We should all have such mentors.
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Clemente Course in the Humanities
James Cocola

In 2019, the Worcester County Poetry Association replaced Worcester interfaith as Fiscal Agent
to the Worcester branch of The Bard College Clemente Course in the Humanities. Currently in its
sixth year of renewed operations, the Worcester branch of the Bard College Clemente Course in the
Humanities has now admitted almost 200 students and graduated almost two-thirds of them. Founded
in the 1990s by Earl Shorris, the Clemente Course in the Humanities offers a multidisciplinary collegelevel course of study to low-income adults, with branches in dozens of cities around the country,
including Massachusetts sites in Brockton, Dorchester, Springfield, Holyoke, New Bedford, and
Worcester. College credit is provided by Bard College; instructors and staff support comes from Anna
Maria College, Assumption College, Clark University, Quinsigamond Community College, WPI, and
WSU; additional funding comes from Mass Humanities, the George I. Alden Trust, Tasks for Transit
and individual donations solicited through our Annual Fund appeal with matching funds from The
Clearbrook Fund of the Greater Worcester Community Foundation.
Class sessions occur in two-hour blocks in Studio 206 of the Worcester Art Museum on Tuesday
and Thursday evenings from late September to mid-May. There are five strands to the course: art
history, critical thinking and writing, philosophy, poetry, and U.S. history. Each strand occurs over
eleven sessions, for a total of 22 contact hours per strand, and 110 contact hours for the course as a
whole. In the Class of 2019, we graduated 14 students, from a cohort of 30 admitted. Commencement
addresses were delivered by Valdajean Jordan, LaToya Lewis, and Naomi Osei-Owusu; the invited
speaker was retiring philosophy instructor Ruth Smith. In the Class of 2020, we have 23 enrolled as
of mid-January, from a cohort of 30 admitted. Student recruitment occurs at the Worcester Public
Library and as many as 40 local organizations supporting low income residents across the city. Students
are provided with a full scholarship that includes - all classes, books and bus fare, as well as child care
15

during course nights. Up to six college credits can be earned through Bard College, transferable to any
other college or university.
One graduate of the Class of 2019, Valdajean Jordan, represented Worcester at the National
Healthcare for the Homeless Conference in DC; another, LaToya Lewis was appointed to the Human
Rights Commission for the City of Worcester and was the featured speaker at the YWCA Daybreak
Breakfast this past fall, earning three standing ovations. One of our current students, Susi Ryan, a
direct descendant of Venture Smith (c. 1729–1805), one of the earliest African American authors of a
first-person narrative, has continued to tour the country with "Inspired by Courage: Descendants of
Slave Narratives Speak," appearing, for example, at the American Revolution Museum in Yorktown,
Virginia in October, alongside Regina Mason (descendant of William Grimes), Vera Williams
(descendant of Solomon Northrup), and Peggy T.D. Preacely (descendant of William and Ellen Craft).
Clemente faculty members include art history instructor Barbara Beall-Fofana (Clark; Emeritus
Assumption), critical thinking and writing instructor Joe Aguilar (WPI), poetry instructor Jim Cocola
(WPI), philosophy instructor Yunus Dogan Telliel (WPI), and U.S. history instructor Amy Richter
(Clark). Cocola also serves as academic director, alongside community coordinator Elizabeth Bacon
and Worcester Clemente board chair Therese Carr, all of whom also serve on the WCPA board.
For more on Clemente at the local, commonwealth, and national levels, see
http://www.clementeworcester.com
http://masshumanities.org/programs/clemente-course/
https://clementecourse.org
Photo Page 15:: members of the Clemente Class of 2020 with Art History instructor Barbara
Beall-Fofana, taken January 23, 2020, in Studio 206 of the Worcester Art Museum.
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2019 – Program Report for The Stanley Kunitz Boyhood Home
Susan Roney-O’Brien
On behalf of the Stanley Kunitz Boyhood Home, we extend our appreciation to the Worcester
County Poetry Association for its continued support in fostering the legacy of Stanley Kunitz in
Worcester.
Since it was launched in May 2014, https://kunitzhome.org has proven to be an excellent vehicle
for promoting and educating others about the relationship between Stanley Kunitz, and Worcester.
Technical editor A.J. Leto sent subscribers postings to events at the house and to the Gregory
Stockmal Reading.
The 7th Stanley Kunitz Boyhood Home Summer Writing Series was a productive one. WCPA
supported the monthly June–September series by providing print and on-line publicity. Special
appreciation goes to Bob Gill who promoted the four workshops. The series mission is to examine
Stanley Kunitz’s poems in the setting of his boyhood home with the purpose of generating new
writing. Presenters were Patrick Donnelly (Stanley Kunitz: His Breakthrough into his Core Material,
and the New Vessel to Hold It, June 15), Loretta (Rhett) Watts (Out of the Glowing House, originally
scheduled for July 20, but moved to August 3 because of an extreme and lengthy heat wave), Martha
Carlson Bradley (Braid of Creation: How Kunitz Makes his Poems Intense and Alive, August 17), and
J.D. Scrimgeour (Visitations: The Strange Guest, September 14). Workshop evaluations reflected
participants’ overwhelming satisfaction. The self-sustaining series had capacity attendance for the first
three workshops. Session four involved only seven participants, although preregistration for the class
included ten participants. The workshop sessions resulted in a $350 donation to The Gregory
Stockmal Reading Fund. In addition, Evaluation responses included such comments as: “Patrick’s
handling of the material, his insight and his respect for others’ discoveries in the readings worked well.
I also liked that there was no coercion to read.” “Inspiring workshop in a unique and totally inspiring
setting. Excellent workshop leader! “The organization and generous spirit of Martha worked so well.
She gave us permission to learn and experiment widely.” “Always the surprise of getting a poem from
a prompt when I have been struggling to write.” “I always begin nervous that I won’t come up with
anything then, like opening a tap, something flows.” “ Rhett’s humility and wonder worked so well,
the exercises and the care with which the information emerged.” “Another memorable afternoon—
fruitful for learning about craft and finding community—also great writing.”
This year in addition to the workshop sessions, all presenters read at Bedlam Books the same
evening after dinner with Bob Gill and any participant who wanted to attend the reading. The reader’s
dinner was paid for by the WCPA, and each reader received an honorarium of $200 in addition to a
workshop stipend of $100. The after-reading was a wonderful addition.
Susan Roney-O’Brien has completed her fourth year as volunteer summer writing program
coordinator at the Stanley Kunitz Boyhood Home. She received generous and patient support and
considers the position both an honor and a challenge and is already planning out next year’s program.
She is grateful for the affiliation with the WCPA and thankful for their fine job in publicity and
management.
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Financial Reports
2019 WCPA Income and Expense Report
Income
Memberships
Gift Memberships
Grants

Actual
4,550.83

5,000.00

30.00

50.00

65,550.00

5,300.00

Greater Worcester Community Foundation

5,550.00

Bruce Kellner/Monadnock Fellowship
Creative Engagement Grant
Contracts
Programs
Annual Contest fees
Gifts

Budgeted

20,000.00
-

40,000.00

214.44

1,000.00

-

250.00

48.00

100.00

-

1,000.00

General Fund Creative Engagement

220.00

Frank O'Hara Prize

750.00

College Contest

1,926.00

GWCF Founders Fund

1,060.00

GWCF Gregory Stockmal Fund

1,100.00

GWCF Stanley Kunitz Prize Fund

810.00

GWCF The Worcester Review Fund

3,230.00

Fundraising (College Contest Fund)
TWR Sales
WCPA Sales
Bank Interest

balance from George Alden Trust grant
balance from fellowship funds

1,000.00
1,795.41

750.00

-

-

36.75

7.50

72,225.43

14,457.50

4,580.00

4570.45

4,570.55

15,000.00

10,900.00

91,805.43

29,928.05
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Expenses
Professional Talent

Actual

Budgeted

2,000.00

650.00

700.00

1,500.00

15,000.00

10,900.00

5,467.71

6,040.00

-

1,000.00

Contest Awards

525.00

375.00

Donations

350.00

500.00

6,000.00

6,000.00

149.34

120.00

1,204.18

750.00

741.00

1,000.00

7,787.88

330.00

196.00

150.00

24.75

125.00

40,145.86

29,440.00

Programming
Bruce Kellner/Monadnock Fellowship
Publications (The Worcester Review)
Contributions to GWCF Endowments

Rent
Phone
Event expenses
Postage
Web hosting & Web Redesign
Fees
Office Supplies

Annual Net Excess (Shortfall)

51,659.57
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WCPA Proposed Budget 2020
2020
Proposed
Income
Memberships
Gift Memberships
Grants
Contracts
Programs
Annual Contest fees
Gifts Frank O'Hara Prize & other
Fundraising (College Contest Fund)
TWR Sales
WCPA Sales
Bank Interest

2019
Actual

balance of George Alden Trust grant
balance of fellowship funds
balance from checking/savings*
TL Income WCPA
Less Clemente Receipts*
WCPA

5,000.00
50.00
5,730.00
250.00
100.00
1,000.00
1,000.00
750.00
45.00
13,925.00
4,570.55
15,000.00
101,680.68
135,176.23
(86,500.00)
48,676.23

4,550.83
30.00
65,550.00
214.44

36.75
75,819.33
4,570.55
15,000.00
100,250.68
195,640.56
(86,219.75)
109,420.81

Expenses
Professional Talent
Programming
Bruce Kellner/Monadnock Fellowship
Publications (The Worcester Review)
Contributions to GWCF Endowments
Contest Awards
Donations
Rent
Phone
Event expenses
Postage
Web hosting and Web Redesign
Fees
Office Supplies
Total Expenses WCPA
Clemente Expenses
Total Expenses

1,000.00
2,000.00
15,000.00
6,000.00
3,000.00
575.00
500.00
6,000.00
150.00
2,000.00
1,200.00
15,000.00
650.00
200.00
53,275.00
59,000.00
112,275.00

2,000.00
700.00
15,000.00
5,467.71
525.00
350.00
6,000.00
149.34
1,204.18
741.00
7,787.88
196.00
24.75
40,145.86
52,279.58
92,425.44

48.00
1,667.90
1,926.00
1,795.41

Proposed

2018
Actual

5,000.00
50.00
5,300.00
1,000.00
250.00
100.00
1,000.00
1,000.00
750.00
7.50
14,457.50
4,570.55
12,000.00
7,206.67
38,234.72

4,747.78
58.83
25,350.00
1,000.00
178.81
5,009.41
857.34
13.45
37,215.62

650.00
2,000.00
12,000.00
6,000.00
2,000.00
575.00
500.00
6,000.00
150.00
600.00
1,200.00
325.00
650.00
200.00
32,850.00

475.00
850.00
16,900.00
5,919.53
4,610.56
575.00
600.00
6,000.00
76.94
474.63
1,159.00
287.88
100.00
120.11
38,148.65
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Greater Worcester Community Foundation Endowments
Beginning
Fund Balance

Gifts
Received

Earnings,
Gains &
Losses

Grants
Authorized

Admin
Fees

Ending Fund
Balance

Date
Established

Founders Fund

28,909.27

-

4,829.45

(1,010.00)

(249.96)

32,478.76

1/29/02

Worcester Review Fund

79,105.93

-

13,193.02

(3,230.00)

(417.83)

88,651.12

6/29/00

Stanley Kunitz Award

19,746.69

-

3,286.71

(800.00)

(249.96)

21,983.44

2/1/10

Gregory Stockmal Fund

14,060.72

350.00

2,000.61

(500.00)

(249.96)

15,661.37

2/1/10

3,809.85

1,417.97

633.77

-

(249.96)

5,611.63

10/22/18

Fund

College Contest Fund

Total funds under management with GWCF

164,386.32
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The Founders' Fund
Set up to support the general mission of the Worcester County Poetry Association: bringing poetry to the people of
Central Massachusetts. The initial funding combined separate accounts in memory of founding member Corrine Bostic
with donations from founding members Michael and Mary Pat True. By consolidating these into one endowment, The
Founders' Fund, managed by the Greater Worcester Community Foundation, the Worcester County Poetry Association
may count on regular annual support to further its mission.
The Worcester Review Endowment Fund
The Worcester Review Endowment Fund supports the ongoing operations of our nationally-recognized journal, The
Worcester Review. The income received from the fund supplements funds from the Worcester County Poetry
Association. Created as the result of a Worcester County Poetry Association fundraising effort the fund has allowed us
to make permanent what Worcester County Institution for Savings president Hal Cabot called "one of the best articles
of national public relations Worcester has."
The Gregory Stockmal Reading Fund
The fund jointly honors the memory of Stanley Kunitz and, especially, the memory of Gregory Stockmal. Greg and his
wife Carol restored and maintained the Kunitz boyhood home at 4 Woodford Street. The Kunitz-Stockmal house has
since been named a national Literary Landmark ©. The sudden death of Greg Stockmal in December 2008 was a shock
to the local poetry community. Each year the Kunitz-Stockmal House is open to the public at various times to celebrate
the legacy of Stanley Kunitz. Carol agreed that the Worcester County Poetry Association should be the beneficiary of
donations made in Greg's memory. The Worcester County Poetry Association board voted to create the Gregory
Stockmal Reading Fund at the Greater Worcester Community Foundation with those donations.
The Stanley Kunitz Award Fund
Worcester-born US Poet Laureate Stanley Kunitz was always a champion of the Worcester County Poetry Association.
At his death the Worcester County Poetry Association received a bequest to support a prize to be named The Stanley
Kunitz Award. The Worcester County Poetry Association is presently allowing the Fund to accumulate interest to
enhance the value of the Kunitz Award. In 2013 the board adopted guidelines for selecting award recipients.
The College Contest Fund
Thanks to the generosity of the Annual College Poetry Contest founder, Susan Elizabeth Sweeney, the WCPA has
established an endowment with the Greater Worcester Community Foundation to support and sustain this annual
literary event. Sweeney founded the yearly competition in 2008 when she was the Association’s president. Her gift will
also allow the WCPA to honor two nationally and internationally known poets who were deeply influenced by
Worcester: Elizabeth Bishop (1911-1979), winner of the Pulitzer Prize, the National Book Award, and the Neustadt
Prize; and Etheridge Knight (1931-1991), winner of the American Book Award. From now on, the two prizes awarded
at the competition each year will be known as the Elizabeth Bishop Manuscript Prize and the Etheridge Knight
Performance Prize.
All funds are accepting donations. Annual income from these funds supports the programming and publications of the
Worcester County Poetry Association. Donations can be made through the WCPA office (PO Box 804, Worcester, MA
01613) or directly with the Greater Worcester Community Foundation (370 Main Street, Suite 650, Worcester, MA
01608-1738).
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The Worcester Review Financial Report

Expenses
Layout
Copy editing
Envelopes
Printing + Tax
Shipping (books)
Bulk Mailing
International mail
Honoraria
Postage
Rent
Misc
Staff Meeting
Events
Submittable
CLMP
Domain Name
Total:

2017 Spent 2018 Spent
2019 spent
$750.00
$750.00
$700.00
$500.00
$0.00
$140.00
$197.00
$206.96
$1,650.00
$1,522.43
$2,307.00
n/a
$146.34
$0.00
$200.00
$214.44
$225.00
$0.00
$54.98
$60.00
$800.00
$1,000.00
$1,000.00
$100.00
$98.13
$100.00
$1,000.00
$1,000.00
$1,000.00
$29.70
$71.53
$52.78
$325.00
$125.00
$15.00
$5,605.00

$324.50
$125.00
$37.98
$5,572.03

$324.50
$125.00
$19.00
$6,120.24

2017
2019
Income
2018 Income
Income
$6,398.00
$5,919.53
7689.77
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Appendix
Minutes of the 2019 Annual Meeting
February 24, 2019, 2:00
First Unitarian Universalist Church, Worcester, MA
26 people in attendance.
Call to order 2:00, Rodger Martin
Opening Poem – “Before the Storm” by Rhett Watts, read by Rodger Martin
Announcements:
Sebastian Lockwood could not make it today due to the ice storm. We will try to reschedule his reading
for later this spring. In place of Sebastian’s reading, there will be an opening reading after the break.
Bruce Kellner, one of the people after whom the Kellner Monadnock Fellowship is named, recently
passed away. The fellowship will continue to bear his name as a tribute to him.
Welcome by President Rodger Martin – Rodger invited all attendees to drop in for a board meeting
to see our new office space in the Sprinkler Factory and encouraged them to peruse the annual report
for a summary of all the exciting activities of the past year.
Secretary’s Report – the minutes of the 2018 meeting were printed in the annual report. Motion to
accept the Secretary’s Report by Robert Steele. Seconded by Carle Johnson. Motion passed.
Treasurer’s Report – Bob Gill presented the treasurer’s report. The past year’s income and expense
statement appear in the annual report along with the proposed budget for 2019. We are in a stable
financial position with sufficient funds to maintain our programming and initiatives. Close to a third
of our operating funds come from membership dues. Membership has slipped about 10% in the past
year. Bob expressed his gratitude for those who maintain their memberships and spread the about the
WCPA. Donations are now being accepted for the the endowment of the Elizabeth Bishop /
Etheridge Knight College Poetry Manuscript and Performances prizes. In 2019, the WCPA will be
taking on the role of the fiscal agent for the Worcester Clemente Course in the Humanities. Bob also
announced that this year will be his last as WCPA treasurer. Motion to accept the Treasurer’s Report
by John Gaumond, seconded by Karen Sharpe. Motion passed.
The Worcester Review Report – Diane Mulligan expressed her gratitude for the opportunity to serve as
managing editor of the past seven years. She noted that in 2018, due to savings created by shifting
from traditional printing to digital printing, The Worcester Review was able to pay out $1000 in honoraria.
After her remarks, Diane introduced the new managing editor Kate McIntyre. Kate began working on
the 2019 volume of The Review back in the fall. The editors are now reading the 220 poetry
submissions and 150 short stories. There are three new editors John Hodgen, David Thoreen, and
Heather Long. Kate is hoping to undertake the project of digitizing the full archive of The Worcester
Review.
General Discussion
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Ann Lewis – In the past year, Ann has been organizing the books, broadsides, and files of the WCPA
and The Worcester Review. To date the filing system has consisted of sticking things in unmarked folders.
Ann is working to put all of this in order so that they will serve as a useful history of the organization
as we look ahead to our 50th anniversary in a few years.
Glenda Benham, the membership and conference manager of Digital Commonwealth, suggested that
the WCPA could become a member of Digital Commonwealth for support digitizing The Worcester
Review, which could then be made available locally and nationally for readers.
Nominations & Election – Karen Sharpe
Call for nominations from the floor: Elizabeth Bacon, nominated by Glenda Benham. Karen then
read the slate of board members. Motion accept the slate of officers by Bob Gill, seconded Ann Lewis.
Motion passes.
Vote on the board of directors. Motion to accept slate of directors by Jim Cocola, seconded Chris
Reilley. Motion passes.
Motion to adjourn the business meeting by Ann Lewis. Seconded Jay Lavelle.
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