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LETTER FROM THE PRESIDENT
We have now entered our 48th year sustaining poetry in Central Massachusetts. I was not
here 47 years ago when fate brought Michael True and Samuel Bachrach together at the
Grolier Bookstore in Cambridge, but the fruits of that meeting became a life-long inspiration
for me in 1973 when, new to Massachusetts and desperate for poetry, I responded to an ad in
the Worcester Telegram & Gazette about a poetry organization meeting in the Worcester
Public Library. There I met True, Bachrach, Fran Quinn, Carle Johnson, Christie White, and
Corrine Bostic, people who would redefine the power of poetry and provide the energy and
joy to stay with it for these many decades. There I learned from Stanley Kunitz that poetry,
and with it the WCPA, is like good wine; it can improve with age, if only the desire to improve
is there.
And that desire brings us to the present that is well documented in this report for each of you
to see; therefore, let us look to the future, to 2019. Currently the WCPA is well-positioned to
provide wonderful opportunities for us if we have the desire to reach out and grasp them. And
that is the message I’d like to make clear to you all—the WCPA is not a person, it is not a
board, it is not even all poets. It is a community of people who for almost half a century have
cared enough about poetry to volunteer, to reach out and make poetry happen in Central
Massachusetts. And that is what I’d like to see grow in 2019—members who care enough
about poetry in their own communities to put together a paragraph or two of what they’d like
to do around poetry, who then reach out to us for support, come to our board meetings, and
present their vision. I can assure you, you will not find a more receptive audience than this
current board, and if you have the enthusiasm, we’ll partner with you to find the means to
bring your projects to life. If your passion will provide the time and energy, the WCPA will
surely offer the institutional wisdom and financial means we have to support your time and
energy.
For example, with our new office space in The Sprinkler Factory, the WCPA also can offer
space for events such as readings or workshops or we can offer partnerships to allow you to
apply for a matching town cultural commission grant.
Finally, the board meets the first Wednesday of every month (except July and August) at 7
p.m. Come visit, be surprised. If you care about poetry, you won’t regret it. Join us. Let’s make
history together.
Rodger Martin
WCPA President
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ANNUAL MEETING AND BOARD ELECTION
On February 10, 2018, we held our annual meeting in the Saxe Room at the main branch of
Worcester Public Library. During the business-meeting portion, we reviewed the minutes from
our 2017 meeting, learned about the financial health of the organization, and elected a new
board of directors. After a brief intermission, Worcester poet and organizer Jenith Charpentier
shared her work with the audience. Thanks to everyone who attended.
The following WCPA members were elected to the board 2018-2019 Board of Directors:
2018-2019 WCPA Board
Jim Cocola
Robert Cronin
Nicole DiCello
Bob Gill
Carle Johnson
Jay Lavelle
Anne-Marie Lucci
Heather Macpherson
Rodger Martin
Laura Menides
Diane Mulligan
Susan Roney-O’Brien
Karen Sharpe
Robert Steele
At the March 7, 2018 board meeting the new board appointed officers for the coming year.
Rodger Martin – president
Nicole DiCello – vice president for programming
Bob Gill – treasurer
Diane Mulligan – editor, The Worcester Review
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THE WORCESTER REVIEW
Volume 39 featuring Worcester Artist Robert Munford
by Diane Mulligan
In 2018, The Worcester Review published volume 39 with a
feature section on artist Robert Munford edited by Rodger
Martin with generous help from Rodney Obien. The feature
included the reproduction of twelve of Munford’s lithographs,
each accompanied by an original poem by William Doreski
and a German translation of each by Michael Hughes and
Heidrun von Alvensleben. Volume 39 also included thirty-four
poems and five short stories, reflecting the work of thirty-four
poets and writers in total, in addition to the winners of the
annual Frank O’Hara Prize and College Poetry Contest
Manuscript Prize winner.
Also, in the past year, Parker Towle ended his long tenure as poetry editor due to illness. We
are grateful to Parker for his many years of service and wish him all the best for his retirement.
In summer of 2018, we were very sorry to learn of the death of Stuart Peterfreund, who served
as a poetry editor for many years. He will be missed. In the second half of 2018, Diane Mulligan
began transitioning out of the role of managing editor, shifting leadership to Katharine McIntyre.
A financial report for The Worcester Review can be found on page 19.
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COLLEGE CONTEST
by Craig Blais
The eleventh annual WCPA College Poetry
Contest happened in the Banx Room of the main
branch of the Worcester Public Library on Sunday,
April 8th, from 2-4pm. The finalists were nominated
by faculty from participating colleges in Worcester
County. All colleges were contacted, and 6
schools nominated students. Those schools were:
Anna Maria College, Assumption College, College
of the Holy Cross, Clark University, Fitchburg
State University, and WPI.
Students submitted work that was judged before
the reading by Rushelle Frazier and Heather Macpherson to determine the Manuscript Prize
winner. At the event itself, Rushelle Frazier and Bob Gill determined the Performance Prize
winner. The event was chaired by Craig Blais. Bob Gill was an invaluable partner in planning,
set-up, signing of the checks, bringing PA and some refreshments, and filling in as a last-minute
judge. This year’s nominees were as follows:
Rachel Del Río, of Anna Maria College and Chelsea, MA
Isabella Camasura, of Assumption College and Bristol, CT
Alexandra Larkin, of College of the Holy Cross and Riverside, CT
Jessica Hoops, of Clark University and East Hampton, CT
Mia Pare, of Fitchburg State University and Leominster, MA
Jess Locke, of WPI and Georgetown, MA
Jessica Hoops was awarded the Runner-up for the Manuscript Prize (winning a $25 check
and a subscription to The Worcester Review).
Jess Locke was named Winner of the Manuscript Prize and the Performance Prize ($75 & $100
respectively and a subscription to The Worcester Review). Locke’s winning poem was
published in the 2018 edition of The Worcester Review.
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BLOOMSDAY
By Susan Roney-O’Brien
Bloomsday is named for Leopold Bloom, the protagonist of Irish novelist James Joyce’s
Ulysses (1922), which is set Dublin on June 16, 1904. The first Bloomsday was organized by
the Irish writer Flann O’Brien in 1954 when he and a group of other writers visited various
locations of the novel around Dublin. Since then, there have been celebrations around the
world on June 16th. One of the oldest in America is the Worcester Ramble, which was held
for the 23rd time in 2018, organized by Kristina England and Jay Lavelle.
Changes in the Ramble this year included ending it at 9 PM instead of 10 PM and having only
six locations instead of eight. This was to allow more time for reading chapters, which was
appreciated by all involved.
The locations and chapters in 2018 were:
Bancroft Tower — Telemachus, Nestor
Institute Park — Scylla and Charybdis, Wandering Rocks
The Wonder Bar — Aeolus, Lestrygonians
Worcester Public Library — Circe

2018

O’Connor’s Restaurant — Sirens, Cyclops
The Old Stone Church (West Boylston) — Lotus Eaters, Hades
Because Bloomsday fell on a Saturday in 2018 average attendance was higher, with as many
as 25 people at some locations. The 24th Worcester Ramble will occur on Sunday, June 16,
2019.
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STANLEY KUNITZ SUMMER WRITING SERIES
By Susan Roney-O’Brien
The four writing sessions were held as scheduled at the Stanley Kunitz Boyhood Home in
Worcester. Attendance ranged from eight to ten participants. Carol Stockmal provided her usual
luscious feast during break time and served as a wonderful host and guide to the house.
On June 16, 2018, Jonathan Blake led session I, My Book of Transformation, using “The
Layers,” “Passing Through,” and “The Testing Tree.” Jonathan guided participants toward
writing about moments that define what our lives become. One participant said, “Beautiful day,
wonderful workshop leader, inspirational setting.”
Session II (July 21, 2018) was led by Maura MacNeil. Her session was entitled Awakening to

the Night: What is Found There. She provided participants the opportunity to explore images
of night as keys to our imaginative lives. One participant responded to the question, Consider

the workshop description and tell if the workshop met your expectations with: “My expectations
were met in every aspect: presentations, handouts, writing prompts, sharing.”
On August 18, Eve Rifkah led session III: The Vision and the Word. Participants read “The
Artist,” “Trompe I’Oeil” and “The Sea That Has No Ending” and discussed the incorporation of
artwork into poetry through ekphrastic writing. In answering the question, What worked well for

you today? one participant wrote: “The combination of art and poetry, using art as a prompt, art
in our lives, art and writing intertwined.”
Meg Kearney led session IV: After Stanley Kunitz: Generating Poems Inspired by his Teaching

and his Work on September 15, 2018. Comments on the evaluation included: “The instructor
was incredible in her knowledge about Kunitz. She gave such useful advice regarding craft,
very inspiring and sharply insightful,” Someone else wrote, “These workshops are a wonderful
opportunity to connect with other writers, get high quality instruction from such gifted, supportive
and generous poets.”
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THE STANLEY KUNITZ MEDAL
The 2018 Stanley Kunitz Medal was presented to Judith
Ferrara for her life-long contributions to poetry. The
Medal is presented annually to a person with a strong
Worcester County connection who best exemplifies
Stanley Kunitz’s life-long commitment to poetry and
poets. The award recognizes the total commitment to
poetry as Stanley lived it: teaching poetry, mentoring
poets, speaking poetry, publishing poetry, and
supporting organizations which nurture poetry.
Writer and visual artist Judith Ferrara lives in
Worcester, Massachusetts. Her poetry and essays
have been published in three collections: Gestures of
Trees (Mellen Poetry Press), A Brush with Words
(Autumn Light Press) and The little O, the earth: Travel
Journals, Art & Poems (Palette and Pen Studio), and in
journals such as the black fly review, The Comstock
Review, The Portland Review Literary Journal, GSU Review and The Worcester Review. In
2009, she began a study of poet Stanley Kunitz and continues to do research on his life and
poems. In 2016, she transcribed the correspondence, memoir, and diary of his mother, Yetta
Kunitz Dine and is currently developing a manuscript that includes these materials as well as
supporting chapters about her life. Her art has appeared in group and solo exhibitions since
1998.
The Stanley Kunitz Medal was presented to Ferrara on Thursday, July 26, 2018 in a ceremony
at the Worcester Historical Museum, 30 Elm Street, Worcester. Members of the Kunitz Medal
committee read from the works of Stanley Kunitz. Mark Wagner provided music during the
event and the reception which followed.
The WCPA wishes to thank Bob Cronin for his 5-years of service on the Stanley Kunitz Award
Committee.

10

A TALE OF TWO CITIES
Worcester, England and Worcester, Massachusetts
by Rodger Martin
In

2017,

Nina

Worcestershire,

Lewis,
England,

Poet

Laureate

imagined

what

of
a

wonderful cultural exchange it would be to connect
poets from Worcester, England, and Worcester,
Massachusetts to act and react to each other’s
poetry.
Lewis contacted Erin Williams at the Worcester
Cultural Collation indicating she had 22 UK poets
who would like to collaborate with US poets on this
project. Williams put her in touch with Bob Gill of the
Poetry Association who brought the idea to the
WCPA board. Board member Rodger Martin
volunteered to serve as the US contact for the
project.
In response to recruitment and a call for poets on the WCPA website, the WCPA produced 23
volunteers from the Greater Worcester Region. Since the human chromosome is 23-matching
pairs, it seemed fitting to add another UK poet to the list and so have 23 lyrical chromosomes
creating new poetry. Lewis found one to make it 23 on each side of the ocean.
In a trans-Atlantic call-and-response, each poet sent his or her counterpart an original poem.
The receiving poet then responded with a poem inspired by that exchange. In early spring, the
poets of Worcester, England, held a celebratory reading of the new poetry to coincide with the
publication of those poems in Contour Magazine (both in print and online by visiting
https://worcestershirepoetlaureateninalewis.wordpress.com/category/contour/.)
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In

September

of

2018,

the

WCPA

collaborated with The Sprinkler Factory to
stage the American counterpart. Sixteen of
the U.S. Poets made the trip to Worcester,
Massachusetts, along with British poet Brian
Evans Jones, now of Maine, who once served
as poet laureate of Somerset, England, and
poet and guitar player Michael Milligan who
provided musical interludes.
Jones provided the perfect British accent to shape the poems by the English poets. The WCPA
split the proceeds from that event with the Sprinkler Factory for the elevator fund-raising effort
to enhance accessibility to the Sprinkler Factory.
The following U.S. poets participated in the exchange: Pam Bernard, Robin Boucher, Sylva
Boyadjian-Haddad, Tony Brown, Denny Caldwell, Clair Degutis, Gordon Elliot, Pat Fargnoli,
Jennifer Freed, Claire Golding, Victor Infante Maura MacNeil, Cynthia Martell, Rodger Martin,
Eve Rifkah, Susan Roney-O’Brien, Kyle Potvin, Karen Sharpe, Beth Sweeney, Henry Walters,
Linda Warren, Patricia Youngblood.
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ANNUAL POETRY CONTEST
by Bob Gill
The 2018 Frank O'Hara Prize was judged by Regie Gibson, a nationally known poet, author,
and educator, and was chaired by Bob Gill. The submission period was January 1 through April
1, 2018. Fifty contributors offered over 130 poems for consideration. Slightly less than half of
the contestants submitted their work online, a moderate increase over previous years.
The winner was Jeff Walt, of San Diego; he was the second-place finisher last year. The contest
judge selected three other winners.
Second Place – Nicole DiCello of Worcester, MA
Third Place – Sam Capradae of Worcester, MA
Honorable Mention – Michael Morlock of Berlin, MA
A Winners' Reading and Reception was
held on Sunday, September 23 at the
First Unitarian Church, 90 Main Street,
Worcester. A capacity audience heard
local winners DiCello and Morlock read
their work. The poems from Capradae
and winner Walt were covered by
Robert

Steele

respectively.

and

Tony

Following

a

Brown
short

reception to mingle and meet the
winners, our contest judge, Regie Gibson, shared a 30-minute set of his engaging work.
This year Phil O'Hara, brother of contest namesake Frank O'Hara, and his wife Pat O'Hara
where joined by Phil's son Keith and his wife Dena at the Winners' Reading. We are grateful to
the O'Hara Family for their continued support of the WCPA's Annual Contest.
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THE GREGORY STOCKMAL READING
By Susan Roney-O’Brien
Eleanor Wilner agreed to read for the Gregory Stockmal Reading in January 2018. Clair Degutis
and Susan Roney-O’Brien picked her up at Logan Airport the morning of October 24. That
afternoon Eleanor and Susan stopped by the Kunitz boyhood home to meet with Carol
Stockmal and get a tour of the house. They joined members of the WCPA and Carol Stockmal
for dinner at O’Connor’s in Worcester at 5:30 and, after a quick trip back to Susan’s house for
a replacement pair of glasses, made it to Assumption in time to begin the reading at 7:30,
greeted by David Thoreen, who guided them to their places in the auditorium.
Eleanor Wilner read at the Curtis Hall Auditorium in the Tsotsis Family Academic Center at
Assumption College, on October 24, 2018, thanks to the planning and care of David Thoreen,
Bob Gill and Susan Roney-O’Brien. She was introduced by John Hodgen and read from Tourist

in Hell and from a new manuscript coming out in spring, 2019. David ordered some of her books
to be sold at the reading. There were no extras. The reading was attended by approximately
80 people and lasted for about an hour. Assumption provided a reception after the reading. The
audience was most respectful of her work and quite responsive to her wonderful approach to
the world. She left from Logan Airport the following day, transportation provided by Philip
O’Brien and Susan Roney-O’Brien.

The 2018 event was co-sponsored by the Assumption College Department of English, the
Gregory Stockmal Fund, and the Worcester County Poetry Association.
Photos courtesy of John Gaumond and Bob Gill.
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OTHER PROGRAMMING HIGHLIGHTS
In Just - / spring was a poetry reading and open mic presented
at Tower Hill Botanic Garden in West Boylston on Sunday,
April 22nd. Heather Treseler and Henry Walters were the
featured readers and several local poets read in the open mic.
Diane Mulligan organized this event.

Robert Steele organized and hosted two discussion groups using the Common Threads
outreach program produced by Mass Poetry. Common Threads is as a way for people to
engage with a few poems in an easy and comfortable manner.
The discussion group met on April 11 and 25. Both sessions were held at the WCPA’s
office in the Sprinkler Factory, 38 Harlow Street, Worcester.

The WCPA also co-sponsors two monthly
poetry readings in Worcester County.
The Saturday Night Poetry Reading is held
on the fourth Saturday each month
between February and October at Barnes &
Noble, 541D Lincoln Street, Worcester.
The reading starts at 7:00 pm with an open
reading that is followed by a feature. Carle
Johnson hosts.
The Thirsty Lab Poetry reading meets on
the fourth and fifth Tuesday each month
upstairs at The Thirsty Lab, 206 Worcester
Road, Princeton. The reading starts at 7:00
pm and is hosted by Susan Roney-O’Brien.
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COLLEGE CONTEST ENDOWMENT
by Karen Sharpe
In September 2018, the Worcester County Poetry Association’s
Annual

College

Poetry

Contest,

which

recognized

both

performance and written works, was renamed the "Elizabeth Bishop
Manuscript Prize" and "Etheridge Knight Performance Prize" in
honor of the poets’ connections to Worcester. Thanks to the
generosity of the Annual College Poetry Contest founder, Susan
Elizabeth Sweeney, Ph.D., the WCPA has also established an
endowment with the Greater Worcester Community Foundation to
support and sustain this annual literary event.
A fundraising campaign to raise
$10,000 to endow the fund is now
underway, with approximately 40
percent of the goal already realized. In
the spring, the WCPA will hold a
fundraising dinner featuring a private,
limited seating three-course meal with
National Poetry Slam champion and
Clark

University

Professor

Regie

Gibson, who will offer a public
fundraising reading after dinner. Mark
your calendars for 6 p.m., Tuesday,
April 30, 2019 at O’Connor’s Restaurant in West Boylston.
Additional support of the event is being sought through

“Hearing student poets
perform their work at
the Finalists’ Reading,
which takes place at
the Worcester Public
Library every April, is a
wonderful experience.
Their poems express
powerful insights into
the human experience
that they discovered on
their own but may have
never shared aloud.
Many students write
their poems while
working to support their
families and attend
school. One gifted
young poet told me she
had never won anything
before. This contest
changes people’s lives
even as it helps to
nourish a new
generation of poets to
benefit all of us.”
-

Susan Elizabeth
Sweeney, Ph.D.,
Monsignor Murray Chair
in Arts and Humanities,
College of the Holy
Cross

sponsorships from local colleges and universities.
Sweeney, the Monsignor Murray Professor in Arts and Humanities at the College of the Holy
Cross, founded the annual competition in 2008 when she was the WCPA president. Donations
to support the WCPA College Contest may be made either to the Worcester County Poetry
Association, PO Box 804, Worcester, MA 01613 or c/o the Greater Worcester Community
Foundation, 370 Main St., Suite 650, Worcester, MA 01608-1738. Please indicate WCPA’s
College Contest Fund in the memo line.
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KELLNER/MONADNOCK FELLOWSHIP
The Magic of Monadnock
by Rodger Martin
Again, I wish to thank philanthropists John Hofmeister and Dr. Karen Otazo Hofmeister for
continuing this annual fellowship “supporting, nurturing and developing the literary capacities
of Rodger Martin via education, engagement, related travel expense, and literary research and
production.” I also thank them for choosing the Worcester County Poetry Association as the
fiscal agent to administer this fellowship.
Two particular events highlighted
the 2018 Fellowship. First was the
extension of the Poetry Bridging
Continents

Symposium

to

Yancheng Teachers University in
Yancheng, China. Yuncheng is a
mid-level city 250 miles north of
Shanghai known as the “Salt city”
for its production of salt. This
symposium not only permitted me
l-r: Susan Roney-O’Brien, Keene State Archivist Rodney Obien, poet Clair Mowbry

to return to China and extend the

Golding, Keene State scholar Mark Long, poet Maura MacNeil, Dean Celia Rabinowtiz

poetry exchange between the two

of Keene State’s Mason Library, Rodger Martin, and poet Chen Yihai.

cultures, but it also resulted in the invitation of six other poets and scholars from the region,
including two from Worcester County: Poets Susan Roney-O’Brien and Claire Mowbry Golding
who both participated in last year’s gathering at Keene State College. In addition, were stops
at the Yellow Sea National Forest Park, poet Bu Lan-Chen’s Rainbow Academy of Poetry on
Slender West Lake in Yangzhou, and poet Zi Chuan’s House of Calligraphy and Poetry in
Shaaxi, Taicang. Another result from the visit was the creation of a Monadnock poetry collection
in the library at Yancheng Teachers’ University and the potential for a Poetry Bridging
Continents Symposium in the Monadnock Region in 2019.
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Additionally, poet Linda Warren and I were able to
embark on a long-desired writing trip through the Great
Rift of Scotland by boat and then conclude the trip with
a return to the Isles of Scilly to visit the islands I could
not visit on an earlier trip and to present a reading at
the island’s town library in St. Mary’s.
Other highlights of 2018 included the Fourteenth
Monadnock Pastoral Poetry Retreat at the Barbara
Harris Center in Greenfield, New Hampshire in April

Poet Linda Warren reads with me at St. Mary’s Library,
May 11, 2018, Isles of Scilly, UK

2018, when twenty-seven poets and writers gathered for a weekend retreat into poetry.
A new initiative I have been involved with is the creation of a new endowment to permanently
fund the WCPA’s college contest fund:

The Elizabeth Bishop Manuscript Prize and the

Etheridge Knight Performance Prize. The WCPA has three years to match Beth Sweeney’s
initial contribution and reach the endowment minimum of $10,000.
In addition, the fellowship permitted me to attend the ACP/CMA Convention in Louisville,
Kentucky, where the student editors I co-advise received their second Pacemaker Award (The
collegiate equivalent of a Pulitzer Prize) for their work at The Equinox, the student newspaper
at Keene State College.
I also participated in a reading as part of Worcester artist Robert Munford’s painting exhibit in
Dennysport, Maine.

Lubec, Maine

photo credit: Sean Costello
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I continue to host spring and fall poetry readings at the Del Rossi’s Reading Series (now
beginning its 31st year.). Additionally, the fellowship permitted me to give 12 readings, present
nine writing workshops, serve as Master of Ceremonies for ten other events. Eleven poems
and two essays were accepted for publication in 2018 plus entries on MPIB (Monadnock
Pastoral Irregular Blog).
The fellowship also makes it possible to continue to serve on the boards of poetry non-profits
such as the WCPA (where I now serve as President, and chair the Stanley Kunitz Medal
Committee), and the Monadnock Writers Group (Vice President) and continue my involvement
as a mentor in New Hampshire’s Poetry Out Loud program which reaches ten thousand New
Hampshire high school students annually.
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FINANCIAL STATEMENTS
The Worcester Review 2018 Financial Report
Expenses

2018 Spent

Layout

2018 Proposed
$750.00

2017 Spent

$750.00

$750.00

Copy editing

$500.00

Envelopes
Printing + Tax

$197.00

$150.00

$140.00

$1,522.43

$2,000.00

$1,650.00

Shipping (books)

$146.34

Bulk Mailing

$214.44

$225.00

$200.00

$54.98

$50.00

$0.00

$1,000.00

$1,000.00

$800.00

$98.13

$100.00

$100.00

Rent

$1,000.00

$1,000.00

$1,000.00

Misc

$29.70

Staff Meeting

$71.53

$275.00

Submittable

$324.50

$350.00

$325.00

CLMP

$125.00

$125.00

$125.00

$37.98

$15.00

$15.00

$5,572.03

$6,040.00

$5,605.00

International mail
Honoraria
Postage

n/a

Events

Domain Name
Total:
2018 Income

2017 Income
$5,919.53

$6,398.00
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WCPA 2018 Income and Expense Statement
Income
Actual
Memberships
4,747.78
Gift Memberships
58.83
Grants
25,350.00
Greater Worcester Community Foundation
5,350.00
Bruce Kellner/Monadnock Fellowship
20,000.00
Contracts
1,000.00
Programs
Annual Contest fees
178.81
Gifts
5,009.41
General Fund
486.41
Frank O'Hara Prize
College Contest
4,020.00
GWCF Founders Fund
163.00
GWCF Gregory Stockmal Fund
340.00
GWCF Stanley Kunitz Prize Fund
GWCF The Worcester Review Fund
TWR Sales
857.34
WCPA Sales
Bank Interest
13.45
37,215.62
balance from George Alden Trust grant 4,570.55
balance from fellowship funds
12,000.00
53,786.17
Expenses
Professional Talent
Programming
Bruce Kellner/Monadnock Fellowship
Publications (The Worcester Review)
Contributions to GWCF Endowments
Contest Awards
Donations
Rent
Phone
Event expenses
Postage
Web hosting
Fees
Office Supplies

Annual Net Excess (Shortfall)

475.00
850.00
16,900.00
5,919.53
4,610.56
575.00
600.00
6,000.00
76.94
474.63
1,159.00
287.88
100.00
120.11
38,148.65
15,637.52

Budgeted
5,000.00
100.00
5,000.00

1,000.00
500.00
75.00
2,000.00

750.00
7.50
14,432.50
4,570.55
10,900.00
29,903.05

1,000.00
1,500.00
10,900.00
6,040.00
1,000.00
375.00
500.00
6,000.00
120.00
750.00
1,000.00
330.00
150.00
125.00
29,790.00
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WCPA 2019 Proposed Budget
2019
Proposed
Income
Memberships
Gift Memberships
Grants
Contracts
Programs
Annual Contest fees
Gifts
Fundraising (College Contest Fund)
TWR Sales
WCPA Sales
Bank Interest

5,000.00
50.00
5,300.00
1,000.00
250.00
100.00
1,000.00
1,000.00
750.00
7.50
14,457.50
balance of George Alden Trust grant 4,570.55
balance of fellowship funds
12,000.00
balance from checking/savings
7,206.67
38,234.72
Expenses
Professional Talent
650.00
Programming
2,000.00
Bruce Kellner/Monadnock Fellowship 12,000.00
Publications (The Worcester Review) 6,000.00
GWCF Contributions
2,000.00
Contest Awards
575.00
Donations
500.00
Rent
6,000.00
Phone
150.00
Event expenses
600.00
Postage
1,200.00
Web hosting
325.00
Fees
650.00
Office Supplies
200.00
32,850.00

2018
Actual
Proposed

2017
Actual

4,747.78
58.83
25,350.00
1,000.00
178.81
5,009.41
857.34
13.45
37,215.62

5,000.00
100.00
5,000.00
1,000.00
500.00
75.00
2,000.00
750.00
7.50
14,432.50
4,570.55
10,900.00
6,673.10
36,576.15

4,814.45
65.11
25,200.00
1,410.00
100.00
24.00
4,409.39
892.71
12.74
36,928.40

475.00
850.00
16,900.00
5,919.53
4,610.56
575.00
600.00
6,000.00
76.94
474.63
1,159.00
287.88
100.00
120.11
38,148.65

1,000.00
1,500.00
10,900.00
6,040.00
1,000.00
375.00
500.00
6,000.00
120.00
750.00
1,000.00
330.00
150.00
125.00
29,790.00

2,300.00
17,230.00
5,200.00
3,037.67
375.00
300.00
4,960.00
119.40
570.60
931.00
287.88
100.00
222.90
35,634.45
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WCPA Endowments
The WCPA has partnered with the Great Worcester Community Foundation to establish
endowments in support of our important programs. Annual income from these funds, along with
member dues and other revenue, supports the programming and publications of the Worcester
County Poetry Association.
The Founders' Fund

The Stanley Kunitz Award Fund

Set up to support the general mission of the

Worcester-born US Poet Laureate Stanley Kunitz was

Worcester County Poetry Association: bringing poetry

always a champion of the Worcester County Poetry

to the people of Central Massachusetts. The initial

Association. At his death the Worcester County Poetry

funding combined separate accounts in memory of

Association received a bequest to support a prize to

founding member Corrine Bostic with donations from

be named The Stanley Kunitz Award. The Worcester

founding members Michael and Mary Pat True. By

County Poetry Association is presently allowing the

consolidating these into one endowment, the

Fund to accumulate interest to enhance the value of

Founders' Fund, managed by the Greater Worcester

the Kunitz Award. In 2013 the board adopted

Community Foundation, the Worcester County Poetry

guidelines for selecting award recipients.

Association may count on regular annual support to
further its mission.

The College Contest Fund
Thanks to the generosity of the Annual College Poetry

The Worcester Review Endowment Fund

Contest founder, Susan Elizabeth Sweeney, the

The Worcester Review Endowment Fund supports the

WCPA has also established an endowment with the

ongoing operations of our nationally-recognized

Greater Worcester Community Foundation to support

journal, The Worcester Review. The income received

and sustain this annual literary event. Sweeney

from the fund supplements funds from the Worcester

founded the yearly competition in 2008 when she was

County Poetry Association. Created as the result of a

the Association’s president.

Worcester County Poetry Association fundraising

Her gift will also allow the WCPA to honor two

effort the fund has allowed us to make permanent

nationally and internationally known poets who were

what Worcester County Institution for Savings

deeply influenced by Worcester: Elizabeth Bishop

president Hal Cabot called "one of the best articles of

(1911-1979), winner of the Pulitzer Prize, the National

national public relations Worcester has."

Book Award, and the Neustadt Prize; and Etheridge
Knight (1931-1991), winner of the American Book

The Gregory Stockmal Reading Fund

Award. From now on, the two prizes awarded at the

The fund jointly honors the memory of Stanley Kunitz

competition each year will be known as the Elizabeth

and, especially, the memory of Gregory Stockmal.

Bishop Manuscript Prize and the Etheridge Knight

Greg and his wife Carol restored and maintain the

Performance Prize.

Kunitz boyhood home at 4 Woodford Street. The
Kunitz-Stockmal house has since been named a
national Literary Landmark ©. The sudden death of
Greg Stockmal in December 2008 was a shock to the
local poetry community. An annual reading helps keep
his memory alive.
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Endowment Financials
Beginning
Fund
Fund
Balance
Founders Fund
31,565.43
Worcester Review Fund 87,238.28
Stanley Kunitz Award
21,896.91
Gregory Stockmal Fund 15,188.39
College Contest Fund
-

Gifts
Received
186.97
39.84
363.75
4,020.00

Earnings,
Gains &
Losses
(1,663.17)
(4,532.16)
(1,140.10)
(791.46)
(168.49)

Grants
Authorized
(930.00)
(3,170.00)
(800.00)
(450.00)
-

Total funds under management with GWCF

Admin Ending Fund
Fees
Balance
(249.96)
28,909.27
(430.19)
79,105.93
(249.96)
19,746.69
(249.96)
14,060.72
(41.66)
3,809.85
145,632.46

All funds are able to accept new donations.
Donations can be made through the WCPA office (PO Box 804, Worcester, MA 01613) or
directly with the Greater Worcester Community Foundation (370 Main Street, Suite 650,
Worcester, MA 01608-1738).
Please note the fund you wish to support on the memo line of your check.
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APPENDIX
Minutes from the 2018 WCPA Annual Meeting
WCPA ANNUAL BUSINESS MEETING
FEBRUARY 10, 2018
WORCESTER PUBLIC LIBRARY, SAXE ROOM
WCPA President Rushelle Frazier called the meeting to order at 2:00 PM and welcomed everyone.
Rushelle introduced Richard Fox, winner of the 2017 Frank O’Hara Prize. Richard read his poem
“Shaking on the Edge of Flesh.”
Rushelle then read a letter of welcome to the gathering, calling on WCPA members to bring the new
office and gathering space to life with their active participation. The letter can be found in the 20172018 Annual Report.
Carrie Corcoran presented the minutes of the 2017 Annual Meeting prepared by WCPA Secretary
Kristina England. One correction was made: the spelling of Worcester Review editor Jessica Knauss’s
name. Rushelle Frazier made a motion to accept the minutes as amended; Bob Gill seconded the
motion. The motion passed unanimously.
WCPA Treasurer Bob Gill thanked everyone for renewing their memberships. Membership stands at
147, and the Association is always looking for new ways to increase it. The WCPA online store
opened two years ago and its use has been growing steadily. Last year 42 memberships were paid
online and 48 gifts were made, benefitting the Frank O’Hara Prize, the Pun Bash, the Greater
Worcester Community Foundation funds, and general operating expenses.
The GWCF funds produced more than $5300 income to the Association. Payouts average 4% a year.
Contributions to the funds are always greatly appreciated and help ensure the long-term success of the
WCPA.
WCPA acted as fiscal agent for the Bruce Kellner/Monadnock Fellowship in 2017. The Fellowship is
generously supported by John Hofmeister. Income in 2017 exceeded the budget plan shared at the last
meeting primarily because this Fellowship was renewed, leading to an increase in distributions to
fellowship recipient Rodger Martin. GWCF contributions were larger than expected thanks to generous
donations in memory of Eleanor Vincelette, Marsha Kunin and Dan Lewis. Expenses were mostly in
line with the budget. Rent exceeded the budgeted amount due to the move to new office space at the
Sprinkler Factory. Actual income totaled $47, 828.40, and expenses were $35, 634.45. 80% of
spending was in direct support of the WCPA mission.
In the 2018 Proposed Budget, income is projected at $29,903.05 and expenses at
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$29,790.00. The former “Professional Talent” category has been split into two parts. “Professional
Talent” will now cover expenses such as honoraria for judges or the creation of broadsides.
“Programming” will include payment to poets and performers at WCPA-run or co-sponsored events.
Bob emphasized that the Association has money available for programming; what it always needs is
volunteers with ideas and time to support new programs. Any member of the community can
participate, not just Board members.
Rodger Martin made a motion to accept the Treasurer’s Report. Carle Johnson seconded the motion,
and the report was approved unanimously. The complete Treasurer’s Report can be found in the 20172018 Annual Report.
Worcester Review editor Diane Mulligan reported that Volume 38 was published in 2017. The feature
section celebrating filmmaker John Michael Hayes was edited by Heather Macpherson. There were
also six short stories, twenty-eight poems, the poems by winners of the Frank O’Hara Prize and the
College Poetry Contest, and two color inserts by local artists. WR welcomed three new staff members:
Rushelle Frazier, art editor; Nicholas McCarthy, poetry editor; and Laurie Morrissey, poetry editor.
Bob Cronin will no longer serve as poetry editor. WR‘s income totaled $6,398, and its expenses were
$5,605. The change to digital printing from offset saved money, which helped compensate for the
increase in rent. The $512 collected as submit table fees were all used for honoraria for the first time in
2017. In 2018, the submissions window will be reconfigured to shorten the lag time between
acceptance and publication. Details are available on the WR website, and Diane’s complete report can
be found in the 2017-2018 Annual Report.
Bob Gill invited members and guests to sign Get Well cards to be sent to Michael True.
Rushelle Frazier asked for further Old Business or discussion. There being none, the meeting
proceeded to New Business.
Rodger Martin read the list of proposed WCPA Board Members for 2018. These were: Jim Cocola,
Robert Cronin, Bob Gill, Carle Johnson, Jay Lavelle, Anne-Marie Lucci, Heather Macpherson, Rodger
Martin, Laura Menides, Diane Mulligan, Susan Roney-O’Brien, Karen Sharpe, and Robert Steele.
Catherine Reed will not serve on the Board in 2018. Rodger asked for nominations from the floor, and
Rushelle Frazier nominated Nicole Di Cello. Rodger said that the officers would be chosen at the next
meeting. Bob Gill made a motion to accept the nominations; Carle Johnson seconded the motion. The
motion was approved unanimously.
With New Business concluded, Rushelle asked for a motion to adjourn. Ann Lewis made the motion;
Susan Roney-O’Brien seconded. The motion passed unanimously, and the meeting was adjourned for
eight minutes for refreshments. When the meeting resumed, the members and guests enjoyed a reading
by Jenith Charpentier.
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Treasurer's Remarks for the 2018 Annual Meeting
Good afternoon. For those who may not know me, my name is Bob Gill.

The WCPA is thankful to everyone who renewed their membership over the past. Membership fees
provide a significant part of our planned budget each year and are critical to the success of the
organization. Our current membership sits at 146 and we are always looking for ways to attract new
members. Two years ago we introduced an online store which makes it easier to become a member, or
make a donation, with a few clicks on the keyboard. In 2017, 42 individuals used the online store in
support of the WCPA.

48 individuals made gifts to the WCPA ranging from $5 to $750 during 2017. These gifts supported
the Frank O’Hara Prize and general operating expenses, allowed us to donate to the Central Mass. Pun
Bash, and helped grow the funds we have with the Greater Worcester Community Foundation. All
gifts, of any size, are greatly appreciated.

Once again, we acted as the fiscal agent for the Bruce Kellner/Monadnock Fellowship which is
generously supported by John Hofmeister.

Income in 2017 exceeded the budget plan shared at the last annual meeting, primarily due to the
renewal of the Kellner/Monadnock Fellowship. Expenses were in line with our budget with a few
exceptions. Professional Talent fell short because we sought out a different poet for the Gregory
Stockmal reading than originally planned. The fellowship was renewed, which is not something we can
plan for; this led to an increase in distributions to the fellowship recipient, Rodger Martin. Rent
increased due to the need for first, last and security deposit on the new office space. Finally, GWCF
contributions were larger than planned thanks to generous donations in memory of Eleanor Vincellete,
Marsha Kunin and Dan Lewis.
On the 2017 Income & Expense Statement you’ll notice a dashed line in the expense section. Expenses
above the dashed line are spent directly on the WCPA mission through fees paid to performing poets,
prizes to contest winners, support of The Worcester Review and contributions to funds held by Greater
Worcester Community Foundation. 80% of our spending was in direct support the WCPA mission.
The items below the dashed line are the overhead of the organization.
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The 2018 proposed budget is similar to the 2017 proposed budget. I have split the former professional
talent category into two pieces. Going forward professional talent will cover expenses such as the
annual contest judge or the creation of broadsides. Programming will include payment to poets and
performers at WCPA run or co-sponsored events. We have money available to run new programs,
what we don’t have are volunteers coming forward with ideas and time to support new programs. We
welcome the input of the community on programming and other aspects of the association. You do not
need to be a board member to get involved.

The funds held by the Greater Worcester Community Foundation provide annual support for the
mission of the WCPA. Payouts average around 4% of the balance each year. Over $5,300 of our
annual income comes the four funds held by the GWCF. Increased balances in all of the funds supports
the long-term future of the WCPA. All contributions, large and small, to the GWCF funds are greatly
appreciated.

As alluded to earlier, in September the WCPA moved into our new office on the second floor of the
Sprinkler Factor. Since moving in volunteers have painted the bookcases, organized our book
collection, sorted through old records and made plans for our collection of broadsides. Without
volunteers stepping forward to help sort through boxes, run a program, join the board, or simply
helping with a mailing this organization cannot survive, let alone grow and thrive.

Respectfully submitted,
Bob Gill, treasurer
February 10, 2018
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The Mission of the Worcester County Poetry Association
Celebrate the rich literary history and creative energy of Central Massachusetts through
public readings, workshops, festivals, scholarly conferences and other programs.
Publication of the literary journal The Worcester Review·
Collaborate with libraries, bookstores, colleges and universities, museums, churches,
schools, community centers, businesses and a variety of cultural organizations to promote
poetry events.

A publication of the Worcester County Poetry Association

http://worcestercountypoetry.org

