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A Letter from the President 

It has been another good year for the Worcester County Poetry Association. 

 

We celebrated our 40th anniversary with a large and wonderful program held at Assumption College.  

The Frank O’Hara Awards showcased a fine selection of writing.  The Greg Stockmal reading featured 

Kathleen Spivack and our annual celebration of Bloomsday had three lecturers.  We ended with a 

program at First Night – Worcester’s New Year’s Eve Celebration.  There was, of course, another issue of 

The Worcester Review, this one featuring the life and work of Chris Gilbert.  And there were the many 

monthly readings that we sponsor and/or support. 

 

It was not, however, a perfect year.  We did not receive $3,000 in funding from the Commonwealth.  

This was due to a number of bureaucratic errors and oversights.  These have been remedied and we 

hope to once again receive funding for next year.  We have instituted a number of cost-saving methods 

to get through this year with as little impact on programming as possible. 

 

As we move ahead, I want to talk about a few things.  I want us to think about the Association’s mission 

as we head toward our 50th anniversary.  What do we want to do that we are not doing?  What, if 

anything, do we need to change?  How do we get to where we want to be? 

 

And, on a more practical level, I want us to move forward using more electronic and digital means of 

spreading information and doing our good work.  Kristina England has been getting the Association on 

Facebook and Diane Mulligan has been accepting electronic submissions for The Worcester Review.  The 

world is moving around us and we need to move with it. 

 

Finally, organizations like ours only exist and achieve by the people involved in them.  We do our best 

but we are not perfect nor are we immortal.  We need new members and new volunteers -- people 

whose visions and ideas will enrich the Association.  So I ask all of you to evangelize a bit.  Mention this 

wonderful group to people you know and work with.  Tell them what we do, how they can help, and 

how welcome they will be. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

 

Jay Lavelle, WCPA President
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In Memory:  Charles Pratt 
It is with deepest sympathy that 

we share the passing of our 2012 

Annual Board Meeting feature 

poet, Charles Pratt.  Mr. Pratt 

published four books of poetry, 

including poems inspired by the 

Apple Annie Farm he ran with his 

wife in Brentwood, New 

Hampshire.  He passed away at 

the age of 76 on Sunday, May 27, 

2012. 

 

Remembering the 2012 Annual Board Meeting 
By Kristina England, Secretary  
 
I remember a packed room and the chatter of poets.  And that 
I was incredibly nervous.  Why?  I was stepping into the shoes 
previously worn by Anne Marie Lucci as Secretary for the 
WCPA.  Fortunately, I took meeting minutes so I can refer back 
to those notes to recollect the past. 
 
We did in fact accidentally skip over the invocation.  Thank 
you to everyone for providing quick feedback on the absence 
of an introductory poem.   
 
The meeting started with a quick welcome from President Jay 
Lavelle, who thanked everyone for their participation in the 
2011 WCPA events.  He also encouraged meeting attendees to 
review a copy of the 2011 Annual Report.  The 2011 Annual 
Report distributed at last year’s meeting can be found on the 
WCPA website under the 2012 archives. 
 
After the President’s Report, Anne Marie Lucci delivered a Secretary’s Report of the 2011 Annual Board 
Meeting, much like the report I’m providing here.  Carle Johnson presented the Treasurer’s report, 
which included an update on the Stockmal Fund, Founders Found, and Worcester Endowment Fund.  
The detailed budget report can be found in the 2011 Annual Report.  The Programming Report followed 
the Treasurer’s Report with a summary of the Elizabeth Bishop Centennial presented by Carle Johnson in 
Laura Menides absence, a report on Jonathan Blake’s Guerilla Reading by Francine D’Alessandro, a 
Stanley Kunitz Docent Report from John Gaumond, and The Worcester Review 2011 Report, in which it 
was announced that Diane Mulligan was filling the shoes of Rodger Martin as Managing Editor of The 
Worcester Review.  
 
We wrapped up the meeting with nominations and elections.  New members to the Board:  Bob Gill, 
Sam Lalos, and Diane Mulligan.  2012 Officers:  Jay Lavelle (President), Anne Marie Lucci (Vice President 
of Publicity), Jim Fay (Vice President for Programming), Bob Gill (Treasurer), Kristina England (Secretary), 
and Diane Mulligan (Managing Editor, The Worcester Review).   
 
Then, we sat back and enjoyed the wonderful poetry of Charles Pratt as read by his friend and editor,  
Ron Cole, with Pratt in attendance. 

The Bloomsday Spirit Continues 
By Francine D’Alessandro 
 
Bloomsday Worcester 2012 included four pre-Bloomsday events (three speakers, one film, one poetry 
reading) and the Worcester Ramble (seven reading sites) in our annual celebration of James Joyce’s 
Ulysses. The WCPA tradition, which was begun 17 years ago by WCPA board members Angela 
Dorenkamp and Trevor Code, has evolved into a week-long series of events during which WCPA partners 
with local businesses and institutions, attracting participants from throughout the region. Join us in 
March to begin planning for 2013! 



 

 

5 Worcester County Poetry Association 2012 Annual Report 

February 24, 2013 

A Look Back at the Levertov Reunion 
By Rodger Martin 

In the fall of 2012, Assumption College and the WCPA co-sponsored a reunion of the 1975 Denise 
Levertov workshop members at Assumption College. A number of the workshop members attended and 
spoke at that reunion including Fran Quinn, John Hodgen, Rodger Martin, Mary-Pat True (and Michael 
True, who originally put together the original program at Assumption College for teachers involved in 
the poets-in-the-schools program), Mary Bonina, and Mary Fell.  Jim Beschta, John Rosenwald, and 
Kathy Seewalk were unable to make it there but sent their best wishes. 
 
The evening began with a reception and concluded with video, charts, and book signings in honor of 
Denise Levertov, including a talk by one of her longtime former student's (and spouse of Mary Bonina) 
Mark Pawlak before a large audience in Kennedy Memorial Hall. 

College Poetry Competition 
By Francine D’Alessandro 
 
Students from eight Central Massachusetts colleges 
and universities competed in the Fifth Annual WCPA 
College Poetry Competition. Ian Williams facilitated 
the contest, which culminated in a well-attended 
reading at Worcester Public Library. Claude-Reynald 
Christian Lecorps of Worcester Polytechnic Institute 
was awarded the 2012 Performance Prize. College of 
the Holy Cross student Orquidia Jerez was awarded 
the 2012 Manuscript Prize, in addition to having her 
poem published in The Worcester Review. Ian 
Williams served for several years on the WCPA board; 
he now lives and teaches in Toronto. The 2013 
College Poetry Competition will be facilitated by Jessica Bane Robert. 

The Worcester Review Report 
By Diane Vanaskie Mulligan, Managing Editor, The Worcester Review 

 
2012 was a year of change at The Worcester Review. From the revamped layout 
and redesigned website to the new online submissions system and additions to 
our staff, we have worked hard to maintain our identity as a source of fresh new 
writing and to continue our mission to preserve the literary history of Central New 
England. Retaining the structure Rodger Martin put in place in which each 
submission is read by two editors, one scholar and one writer, we have expanded 
our editorial board to handle the online submissions without sacrificing our 
standards or the attention we give each submission. Through stART on the Street 
and the Boston Books Festival, we spread the word about The Worcester Review 
to readers unfamiliar with us, and we continue to reach out to new readers and 
writers through our new Facebook Page. To learn more about The Worcester 

Review and to see some of these changes for yourself, please visit our website: 
http://www.theworcesterreview.org. 

http://www.theworcesterreview.org/
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Stanley Kunitz Boyhood Home Docent Program Report 
By Carol Stockmal, Owner/Curator & Judith Ferrara, Docent 

Program Coordinator  

 

On behalf of the Stanley Kunitz Boyhood Home docents and 

myself, let me begin by expressing our appreciation to the 

Worcester County Poetry Association for their continued 

support in publicizing and maintaining the legacy of Stanley 

Kunitz in Worcester. Last year, several events were held at 

4 Woodford Street:  

 

March 24th - Docents participated in a 

brainstorming session which focused on our 

mission to expand the audience for house tours 

and other poetry events. 

 

April 21st - Judith Ferrara, John Gaumond and I 

presented “A Tribute to Stanley Kunitz” for 

Wake Up and Smell the Poetry, an arts segment 

filmed at HCAM Studios in Hopkinton. 

 

July 26th - Carle Johnson invited Robert 

Benchley’s grandson, Nat, for a house tour. Mr. 

Benchley was in Worcester to be part of 

American Classic Theatre’s series at the 

Worcester Historical Museum on Worcester-

born writers. 

 

July 29th - The 107th anniversary of Stanley 

Kunitz’s birth was celebrated at 4 Woodford 

Street. Docents offered a house tour attended 

by a record crowd, including a large group from 

the Worcester Senior Center. The festivities also 

included an open reading and birthday cake. 

 

September and October - Docents attended 

advanced training sessions in preparation for 

the annual Columbus Day Open House 

weekend. Ten house tours were offered. 

Among the guests were members of the Dead 

Poets Society. 

 

September 28th - Clark University Professor 

Jessica Bane Robert brought her contemporary 

poetry seminar for a docent tour that focused 

on poems related to specific locations in the 

house and garden. 

 

December 6 - The Fourth Annual Gregory 

Stockmal Reading was held at Worcester 

Polytechnic Institute, with Kathleen Spivack as 

the featured reader. The reading was sponsored 

by WPI’s Department of Humanities and Arts, 

The Gregory Stockmal Reading Fund and the 

Worcester County Poetry Association. 

 

December - The Worcester Review published 

“The House on Woodford Street: Memory and 

Imagination in the Poems of Stanley Kunitz,” 

based on the 2011 paper presented by Judith 

Ferrara at the American Literature Association’s 

Boston conference. At Judith’s request, WCPA 

sent a copy to the Princeton University archives 

and special collections, home of The Stanley 

Kunitz Papers. Judith provided copies to The 

Holden Historical Society, The Gale Free Public 

Library, Preservation Worcester, The Worcester 

Public Library Authors’ Collection, Clark 

University’s Kunitz-Stockmal Collection and 

Gretchen Kunitz. 
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The Frank O’Hara Prize Report 

By Diane Mulligan 

 

The 2012 Frank O’Hara Prize was judged by Lloyd Schwartz. Schwartz is a professor at the University of 

Massachusetts in Boston and the author of several volumes of poetry, most recently Cairo Traffic. He is 

also the co-editor of the Library of America’s Collected Works of Elizabeth Bishop. With over fifty 

entrants, Schwartz had a varied field from which to choose. Dan Lewis, whose work has twice previously 

been awarded third place, was awarded first place for “Windraker.” Second place was awarded to 

Thomas Carroll for “War Thicker than Blood,” and third place went to Doris Matthews for “Souvenirs.” In 

addition, Schwartz recognized works by the following poets with honorable mentions: Helen Marie 

Casey, Rodger Martin, Robert Steele, and Catherine Zebrowski. Congratulations to all winners, and thank 

you to all who entered. Particular thanks to contest chairperson Carrie Corcoran for all her efforts in 

coordinating the contest. 

 

WCPA in New Alliance 

By Carle Johnson 
 
The Worcester County Poetry Association does 
excellent work making the public aware of our 
county's historic literary past. We have honored 
Stanley Kunitz, Elizabeth Bishop, and Charles 
Olson with major scholarly conferences. We 
have visited Elizabeth Bishop's grave in Hope 
Cemetery faithfully for years, both on her 
birthday anniversary and the anniversary of her 
death day. Often, pictures of the gatherings 
have appeared in the local press. 
 
In 2012, a group of poetry enthusiasts who have 
named themselves the Dead Poets  
Society of America invited the WCPA to host the 
launch of its 2012 Annual New England Dead 
Poets Tour at Worcester's Hope Cemetery. 
DPSA president Walter Skold asked the WCPA 
to honor a number of Worcester's past poets at 
that time. The WCPA agreed to cooperate. 
 
The poets Skold had listed were, as you might 
expect, Bishop, Kunitz, Olson, and Frank  
O'Hara. He had also included Etheridge Knight 
and Dennis Brutus. We had been so focused on 
poets born in Worcester that we had 
overlooked these poets who have lived and 
worked with us while in Worcester and 
contributed so much to our poetry community. 

On Sunday, Oct. 7, a small group gathered at 
Bishop's grave in Worcester's Hope Cemetery. 
Walter Skold said a few words of welcome and 
then said, "Carle Johnson wishes to read first. 
Carle." I offered as the opening poem of the 
DPSA 2012 New England Tour my reading of 
Donald Baker's "Dying In Massachusetts."  It is a 
wonderful poem and it was well received. Then 
poets stepped forward; we read and listened to 
poems of the poets mentioned earlier. Anne 
Marie Lucci then offered another surprise. She 
read from the poetry of Chris Gilbert.  
 
After the Hope Cemetery ceremony, the Dead 
Poets Society joined with the members of the 
WCPA and had docent-led tours of the Stanley 
Kunitz Boyhood Home. President Skold has 
written us that the 2012 Tour got a great send-
off with help from WCPA members.  One of my 
motives in writing this report is to suggest that, 
now that the WCPA is over 40 years old, we 
should pay more attention to the poetry of our 
deceased members. We could have our own 
annual remembrance day, or suggest to the 
DPSA that it commit to starting its Annual NE 
Tour in Worcester where we could read from an 
amazing list of poets.
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2012 WCPA Income and Expenses 

By Bob Gill, Treasurer 
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2013 Proposed WCPA Budget 
By Bob Gill, Treasurer  

 

 



2012 Greater Worcester Community Foundation Fund Overview 

By Bob Gill, Treasurer 

 

 


